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Q1 What group of people do you think 
might be the best source of additional 
members for FHABC? 

Responses: Government and industry 
employees in the forestry field; 
Retired first, and Active second. 
 

Q2 In your opinion what do you feel are 
the highest value activities FHABC 
conducts currently? 

Responses: the Newsletter ranked first, 
followed by ñCooperate in support of 
archival activities relating to forest 
history related records and artifactsò 
then ñEncourage the publication of 
materials relating to the various facets 
of forest historyò 
 

Q3 If the FHABC were to refocus its 
activities, which do you feel are the lowest 
value activities?  
Responses: The bottom three were: 
ñBibliographies of classic and 
frequently cited resourcesò; 
ñOrganizational outreach and 
promotion at affiliated eventsò; then 
ñFieldtrips, talks or lecturesò 

 

Q4 What 3 words do you feel best 
represent what FHABC relationship goals 
with other organizations should be in the 
future?  

Responses: The top three: Collaborator, 
Connector, Facilitator 
 

Q5 How many new members do you think 
we could reasonably attract (We currently 
have about 100 members)? 

Responses: 47% said 300, 28% said 
ñmany moreò 
 

Q6 Please list 3 organizations or groups 
you feel FHABC should be collaborating 
or connecting with. 

Responses: We received 37 sug-
gestions, and will be following up with 
many good ones we hadnôt thought of.  
 
Q7 Are there any other activities or 
approaches you feel the FHABC should 
be taking to remain sustainable, relevant 
or influential? 

Responses: we received a terrific set of 
comments. Here are a few examples: 
 
a. forest history should be part of any 
forestry education, although history 
seems to attract little attention in our 
schools history 

b. Embrace new ZOOM meetings 
rather than face to face within the 
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By Dave Florence newsletter.editor@fhabc.org 
 
So many stories in this packed issue!   
 
Weôre so pleased for the opportunity to 
interact with the ABCFP community at 
their 2021 virtual Conference, and 
welcome more than100 of our booth 
visitors to our Facebook Group     Page 8 
 

We have a strategic planning session 
underway. Survey results here.  Page 1 
 
With old trees in the news these days, this 
Gerry Wellburn story is timely      Page 14 
 
No logger sports this year, so hereôs a 
history of a well-known one          Page 13 
 
Enjoy a nostalgic retrospective on a  
famous Bill Hint: ókeep out of the bightôPg 4 

 
We posed two questions to all our 
Directors, display four sets of replies 
here, and provide links to the rest   Page 6 

  
Read memories of a helicopter 
rescue, in Wells Gray Park       Page 9 

 
How did war prisoners adjust to life 
back in BC? Read one story here  Page 7 

 
R.I.P Terry Simmons, an activist and  
FHABC charter member         Page  3 
 

Another in our International Foresters 
series by the late George Nagle    Page 10 
 
After an absence of several years, hereôs 
a real book review!                        Page 2 

 
Learn how a steam donkey went away for 
57 years and came back home!     Page 12 
 

Whew!! Letôs dive in. 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 
ŪŀōŎΦƻǊƎ 

L{{b нрсо-лннф όtǊƛƴǘύ 

L{{b нрсо-лнот όhƴƭƛƴŜύ 

Back-issue 
Link 

By  Kat Spencer  In December we sent members an email request to complete 
a seven-question survey, and later posted the request to the Facebook Group. 
We received 70 responses from members, and a few more responses after the 
Facebook post went out. The results are shown below. 

mailto:newsletter.editor@fhabc.org
http://fhabc.org/
https://fhabc.org/past-newsletters/
https://fhabc.org/past-newsletters/


This is an interesting and surpris-
ingly readable effort at capturing 
the evolution of forest science and 
the profession of forestry. Most 
books on the history of forestry relate 
the origins and development of forest-
ry, focusing on countries or regions, 
and on the people, regulations and 
institutions involved. This one at-
tempts to explain what the science of 
forestry actually is and "to bridge the 
gap between the histories and the 
textbooks." It excludes logging tech-
nology, concentrating "on the core 
concerns of managing forests to 
achieve some vision of their future." 
The authors call forestry "the hopeful 
science and trusting art" because of its 
long-term nature and complexity. 
 
The authors are: Dr. John Dargavel, 
Visiting Fellow in the Fenner School 
for Environment & Society at the 
Australian National University; and 
Dr. Elisabeth Johann, a guest lecturer 
in the Institute for Socioeconomics at 
the University of Natural Resources 
& Applied Life Sciences, Vienna. 
Both have extensive backgrounds and 
publishing credits in forest history. 
 
The authors state that scientific for-
estry began in 1664 with the publish-
ing of John Evelyn's Sylva or a dis-
course on forest trees and the propa-
gation of timber in His Majesties 
Dominions to the Royal Society. 
(Other experts say it started in the 
Renaissance.) The Dargavel and Jo-
hann history begins at the end of the 
eighteenth century. 
 
The book is laid out in the following 
sections, mainly in chronological 
order: 

¶ The Foundations of Forestry 
describes the "classical" era of 
European forestry from the end of 
the eighteenth century to the mid-
nineteenth century. It deals with 
measurement, silviculture, eco-
nomics and regulation ï foresters 

had to become applied scientists; 
forestry schools sprang up. 

¶ The Extension of Forestry 
deals with the spread of forestry 
by the introduction to Europe and 
her colonies of exotic trees, the 
conversion of mixed forests to 
monocultures, and the application 
of silviculture across Europe's 
empires. The timeframe is the mid
-nineteenth century to the mid-
twentieth century. 

¶ The Development of Scien-
tific Forestry covers the scientific 
advances in forestry since the 
1950s; i.e., the technology applied 
to intensively managed industrial 
plantations. 

¶ The Divergence of Visions 
for Natural Forests examines 
multiple use, reserves, and social / 
participatory forestry from the 
1970s to 2000 ï the rise of envi-
ronmentalism. 

¶ The Millennium explores the 
role of forests and forestry in 
dealing with climate change ï the 
juxtaposition of politics and sci-
ence in the twenty-first century. 
 

References to Canada are few. BC 
(not listed in the Index) gets the odd, 
brief mention: the BC Forest Service's 
(1971) and MacMillan Bloedel's ferti-
lization trials (1950s); David Douglas' 
botanical studies (early 1800s); ripari-
an reserves and maximum clearcut 
size under BC's Forest Act. The Bibli-
ography includes, and references are 
made to, textbooks by Hamish Kim-
mins and Peter Pearse, and a book on 
aboriginal elders' wisdom co-authored 
by David Suzuki. John Innes' cited 
article and book predate his appoint-
ment as Dean of Forestry at UBC. No 
BC foresters or forest scientists rate 
mention. 
 
As with many recently published 
books, this one is poorly edited. There 
are many careless mistakes in compo-
sition. Without going beyond the few 

scientific refer-
ences which relate 
to BC, I found 
these errors: 
Pseudotsuga men-
ziesii and Populus 
tremuloides are 
misspelled; Pinus 
albicaulis is called 
"Western white 
pine." 
 
This is a good primer for people 
thinking of becoming foresters and it 
will provide instructive insight into 
the complexities of forestry for inter-
ested politicians, environmentalists 
and the general public, should they 
make the effort to read it. The book 
clearly puts into perspective the long-
standing contradiction within forest 
management between increasing fibre 
supply and protecting biodiversity 
("the ever-growing economic, politi-
cal and population pressures on the 
[world's] forests"). The authors avoid 
fixing blame for the continuing deple-
tion of the world's forest resources. 
However, they do recognize the pro-
fessional dilemma of foresters who 
have inevitably faced "the over-
whelming demands of industries with 
political muscle," looking for short-
term profits. 
 
The authors set out "to tell the story 
of the hopeful science and trusting art 
of forestry" ï the hope of foresters 
and other forest scientists "to under-
stand the forests more deeply" and the 
"trust that their knowledge could 
ensure an enduring sylvan future." 
The authors have succeeded in their 
objective, but what do they conclude 
about the achievements of foresters 
and other forest scientists in ensuring 
that the future of the world's forests is 
assured? The answer: "...the hope to 
understand the complexity of the 
world's forests will continue. It will 
not be enough, but it is not inconsid-
erable." 
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By John Dargavel and Elisabeth Johann. 2013. White Horse Press. 269p. ISBN 978-1-874267-73-7 / 978-1-874267-87-4  

Reviewed by Allen Hopwood, RPF, who served as President of ABCFP in 1982-83 and manages Woodlot 0082, an 
eco-forestry operation near Courtenay BC, as shown in this 2014 Youtube presentation. 

https://youtu.be/xIZNhntLH8I


.ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ  
Χ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ  
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ DǊƻǳǇ tŀƎŜ 
   Over 300 members, and grow-
ing! 
FHABC director Eric Andersen 
and others shared several links: 
 
A feature article in the latest BC Forest Professional       
magazine summarizes 100 years of the Research Branch 
in the BC Forest Service, co-authored by long-time 
FHABC contributor and pioneer Newsletter Editor John 
Parminter.  
 

Correspondence: Active member Gerry Burch told us 
about the rafting of timber down the St. Lawrence in the 
1800s which he heard from his friend Bill Calvin, a de-
scendent of the family that did the rafting. The story is 
nicely told in the June 2020 issue of thousandislandslife.com  

tŀƎŜ о Імлф aŀǊ нлнм  

Very sad news--FHABC director Ter-
ry Simmons died in mid-November. 
Terry was one of our charter mem-
bers, having been a strong supporter 
since 1982. 
 
In recent times Terryôs legal expertise 
helped our board navigate the require-
ments of a new Provincial Societies 
Act, but his greatest organizational 
innovation was probably our member-
ship structure. In the 1990s and early 
2000s, Terry lived in Nevada where 
he pursued a career in mediation and 
arbitration. In that era, before wide-
spread internet adoption, it was cum-
bersome to pay a yearly organization-
al subscription in a different currency. 
At Terryôs suggestion, our three-year 
membership was born! 

Originally from Yuba City, Califor-
nia, in 1968 Terry attended Simon 
Fraser University, Burnaby, to under-
take a Masters in Cultural Geography. 
During that tumultuous time, in addi-
tion to his research on the Skagit 
River/High Ross Dam controversy, 
Terry initiated the Sierra Club of BC. 
Shortly thereafter he participated in 
the ñDonôt Make A Wave commit-
teeò, protesting US nuclear testing in 
Alaska. That voyage was the birth of 
the organization known today as 
Greenpeace. 
 
Terry was a voracious reader and he 
consumed everything that he could on 
the role of fire in the forests of west-
ern North America. 
 

For a more complete biography, see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terry_A._Simmons 

нлнлκнм CI!./ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΥ 
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By David Brownstein, PhD, a friend, fellow geographer, and webmaster at FHABC 

Above photo: Terry at Vancouver 
Maritime Museum in 2020.  
 
Left: Terry attended FHABC events 
whenever he could, such as the 
2013 AGM in Kamloops, along 
with many FHABC colleagues. 
(Front row from right: John Hammons, Bob 
Robertson, Terry Simmons, Stan Chester, 
George Nagle, ?,  ?, Frances Vyse, Mike 
Meagher. 
Back row from right: David Brownstein, 
Art Walker, Alan Vyse) 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ 9ǊƛŎ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ bŀƎƭŜ 

BC Labour Heritage Centre partnered with WorkSafeBC to 
produce three six-minute videos that highlight the history 
of health and safety in BCôs forest industry, featuring three 
pioneers in that field:  
Verna Ledger, Al Lundgren, and Jack Munro 

             CI!./  bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ 
Editor: Dave Florence      

Committee: John Parminter, Mike Meagher,  
Dave Lang, Eric Andersen, David Brownstein 

Submissions??:  Yes, Please!  
email us at   newsletter.editor@fhabc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc/
https://fhabc.org/documents/BCFP-Winter2021-Pgs14-15-.pdf
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https://fhabc.org/documents/FHABC-Officers-Feb-13-2021.pdf
https://www.labourheritagecentre.ca/historyhealthsafetybc/
https://youtu.be/gOELY8TCL3Q
https://youtu.be/m2vFmow8urA
https://youtu.be/5qFUr3pRO3U
mailto:newsletter.editor@fhabc.org
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By Gerry Burch.  This ñOde to Billò presents Gerryôs personal perspective on the significance of Bill Moore to BC 
Forestry. More material on Bill Moore is available on a tribute website maintained by the family, where the photos 
contained below have been kindly authorized for this article. This piece is the eighth in a series of Gerryôs writing for 
FHABC (Issues #97 and  #103 ïpresent). Gerryôs biography can be found in the UBC Libraryôs Gerry Burch fonds.  

I realize that it may seem strange 
that such an individual is actually a 
logger.  A contract logger, to be 
exact! His name is Bill Moore! 

Bill was the only son of a logger who 
worked on the B.C. coast from 
Swanson Bay in the north to the west 
coast of Vancouver Island. Although 
Bill was raised on a logging float 
camp, he obtained his high school 
education in Vancouver, returning 

each summer to work with the logging 
crew. But, as he was finishing his last 
year of school, his dad, who by this 
time was a market logger, died. This 
left Bill to go back to the float camp as 
a young lad, to an isolated area called 
Winter Harbour on Northern 
Vancouver Island, and try to run a 
camp of grizzled loggers to make 
some money. Today, Winter Harbour 
is at the end of the road, but, in the 
1940s, it was only accessible by boat 
or airplane. 

Well, Bill and his company (which 

operated until 2017), survived. He 
married and had three sons, the oldest 
of whom was Patrick, a renowned 
pioneer of Greenpeace. Bill began to 
develop outside interests, the first 
being a love of jazz music, which 
involved a large collection of most of 
the jazz artists of this period. And, in 

the ñoffò period, during the winter, he 
would attend jazz festivals, usually in 
California. 

His second claim to fame involved his 
interest in logger's safety, a topic 
which was rarely mentioned within the 
industry at this time. And, to further 
his efforts for more regulations, he 
started writing a column in the local 
industry magazine (The BC 
Lumberman), ending each article with 
his signature ñKeep out of the Bightò. 
Everyone read it, and soon, more 
safety programs and regulations were 
adopted. His articles, which carried on 
for over 20 years, are still referred to 
as the ñBible for Loggers Safety in the 
Industryò 

But, Bill was just beginning to roll! He 
organized an annual jazz festival at 
Winter Harbour, not only involving as 
many jazz artists as he could attract, 
but also to coincide with the annual 
visit of BC's Lieutenant Governor to 
isolated communities on BC's west 
coast. The Lieutenant Governor would 
arrive in a Navy destroyer which 
anchored in Winter Harbour and put 
the navy band ashore to join in the 
event! Bill called this the Festival of 
Music and it soon became the event to 
attend! In time, Bill had to cancel the 
festival because the unannounced 

attendance of the ñhippy elementò, and 
drugs, both of which became too much 
to handle. 

So, Bill turned his attention to the 

Festival of Loggers Sports. He had this 
great idea that the BC public should 
know what loggers did, and 
approached the PNE in Vancouver to 
allow loggers sports to be an open 
venue of competing BC loggers, to 
which they reluctantly agreed. At this 
time, he needed financial support for 
spars, equipment, and prizes for the 
winners. At this time, he approached 
myself, representing the Council of 
Forest Industries, Vic Heath, of BCIT, 
Oscar Sziklai for UBC, and Jerry 
Holmes for the equipment companies 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://wdmoore.ca/
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/forestry_history/wg_burch
https://www.northislandgazette.com/news/how-will-winter-harbour-survive/
http://wdmoore.ca/index.php/writing
http://wdmoore.ca/articles/053%20Jan%2075.htm
http://wdmoore.ca/articles/053%20Jan%2075.htm
http://www.wfproadinfo.com/winter-harbour.html
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(as well as other acquaintances) to sit 
on a committee and obtain funding. It 
became a tremendous attraction, and 
very successful, even attracting 
overseas contestants who wanted to be 
involved. After a few years, the PNE 
thought that it was about time for 
loggers sports to ñpay for spaceò at 
this annual event, which forced Bill to 
privatize the event, and step aside. The 
new organization evolved to become 
the Canadian Loggers Sport 

Association and 
has become a 
standard 
attraction at 
most logging 
communities in 
BC, where the 

top loggers now compete in events 
around the world. 

The next endeavour is another 
example of the fertile mind of Moore. 
ñWe must try to educate school 
children in BC on the value of the 
forest industry, so, we need an 
organization to take teachers for a 3-4 
day field trip to a forest setting (on 
their mid-term break), and expose 
them to all those involved in planning 
logging operationsðgovernment, 
industry, public and 
environmentalists.ò  He called this 
organization the Festival of Forestry 
(FoF), and it is still in operation today. 

Then, through the FoF, he thought that 
it was necessary to 
attract noted 
foresters from 
other countries to 
our province, to 
see what our 
industry is doing, 
and, in the hope, 

that our foresters would get invitations 
to their countries. This worked very 
well, so, Bill moved on to his biggest 
idea yet-to build a Forestry Centre in 
the province-to sell the forest industry 
to our public. So, he called on his 
varied contacts to join his Forest 
Foundation. Surprisingly, he attracted 
Ray Smith (M&B's president), Jack 
Munro (IWA president), Lucille 
Johnson (RivTow president), Doug 
Maitland (Industry insurance rep), Dal 
Richards (a jazz acquaintance), Peter 
Pearse (UBC) and myself. We 
developed a plan to build a big 
forestry centre in BC, modeled after 
Portlandôs  ñWestern Forestry Centerò 
in their civic park, which is a huge 
attraction in the western US. I was 
chosen to head a committee to locate a 
suitable site. It soon became evident 
that it should be in the lower mainland 
to attract the most public, and, we 
hoped that the land would be donated. 
We chose three possible locations - at 
the entrance to Stanley Park, in the 
Pacific Spirit Regional Park at UBC, 
or at the UBC Research Forest in 
Haney. All that was needed was the 
funding (roughly $2 million) to build 
and staff the building. Even Tom 
Waterland offered the Crystal Garden 
in Victoria, which had just come into 
government hands. When we turned 
down this offer, Tom offered the 
Foundation a sum of money that had 
been donated to the provincial 
government for such a purpose by a 
recently deceased logger (I believe it 
was $150,000) for operating funds in 
the meantime. Then, the severe 
recession of 1984 struck, and all of our 
financial supporters backed away. But, 
this, to Bill, was only a bump in the 
road. So, in the meantime, he arranged 
for a large space on Granville Island to 

be made available to us during the 
summer months to build an 
ñinterpretive centreò, mainly for 
school children, We hired a designer 
and a graduate forester, (Melissa 
Hadley) to promote our centre. For 
two years, it was a great success, but, 
it soon became obvious that support 
for our building would not be 
forthcoming for some time, and the 

Forest Foundation folded. 

  The Junior Forest Warden program 
was failing in BC at this time, so, Bill 
stepped in with a new program 
involving logging contractors and 
small-town mayors in BC to establish, 
and fund, new clubs. Immediately, and 
for the next decade, JFW flourished in 
the province, thanks to Bill! 
 
In all these endeavours, Bill still found 
time to be on the BC Ferries Board of 
Directors, and be President of the 
Truck Loggers Association and the 
Pacific Logging Congress. 
 
A true supporter of safety, the forest 
industry, loggers, and foresters, Bill 
Moore deserved more credit, but, to 
my knowledge, never received true 
recognition! 
 
Sadly, Bill Moore died in 2000!  
 
A tribute website is maintained by the 
family. 

(Continued from page 4) Ode to Bill Moore 

Many of us had found that searching 
our past newsletters archive page was 
useful when researching a person or 
topic, because Webmaster David 
Brownstein had indexed the titles.  
 
But Director Dave Lang came up with 
a better idea: he made one big pdf file 

of the first 107 issues, which enables a 
full search of the full text in all 
newsletters since 1981. (Caution, it is a 
large 94 meg file, but when online, you 
can download it from right here, or 
find it on our website archive page. ) 
 
Issues 1 (Dec 1981) through issue 85 

in 2008 were produced by Editor John 
Parminter. Subsequent editors were 
Barbara Coupe, Stan Chester, Eric 
Andersen and, currently, Dave 
Florence.  
 
Weôll update the large file each year by 
adding the most recent four issues. 

! ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ CI!./ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎ όLǎǎǳŜǎ мτмлтύ   
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https://www.canlog.com/
https://fhabc.org/past-newsletters/
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A graduate student 
(MA, History) at the 
University of Victoria, 
and Assistant Archivist 
with the Ridington Dane
-zaa Archive.  
 
What sparked your interest in BC forest history? 

Like most people living in this prov-
ince, the forest industry has had a role 
to play in my life. My grandfather cut 
railroad ties. Friends and family 
worked in the mill. Smoke from the 
beehive burner across the street cov-
ered the field at school when the wind 
blew the right way. When I returned 
to university, I found there was a 
"gap" in the history of log export con-
trols, and that is my area of research.  
 
What are some things you want to do while 
Secretary at FHABC? 
I'm interested in digital archives and 
record keeping and I'd like to work 
with the FHABC and its partners to 
ensure that the valuable historical in-
formation this organization has access 
to is both preserved for, and presented 
to, researchers in the future. 

A researcher and PhD 
candidate at UBC in 
Vancouver BC 
 
What sparked your interest 
in BC forest history? 

Initially, it was my ex-
periences exploring, 
documenting, and working to better 
manage old-growth forests in BC. 
These experiences led me to think 
deeply about time and its relevance in 
forests. More recently, Iôve designed 
my PhD at UBC (currently in my third 
year) to compile a geospatial history 
of forestry across BC. As I compile 
historical forestry data and maps, Iôve 
also learned a great deal about the 
broader history of BC, and I hope to 
share it with others. 

(Ira Sutherland, continued) 
What are some things you want to do while a 
Director with FHABC? 

In 2016 I founded a website called the 
Vancouver Big Tree Hiking Guide 
which aims to inspire residents of 
Vancouver to learn more about the 
history and ecology of forests around 
Vancouver. I want to disseminate the 
philosophy that underpins my web-
site: the best way to learn and create 
value is through experience, and 
learning about history through experi-
ence can be fun, cool, and relevant to 
a wide range of people. Now is an ex-
citing time for that at FHABC as we 
expand our reach and relevance on 
social media. I hope to help facilitate 
that effort and I hope you all follow 
along. 
 

An independent film 
producer and forest 
history buff in Burnaby 
BC 
What sparked your interest 
in BC forest history? 

My father and much of my extended 
family worked in forestry while I was 
growing up, so I was surrounded by 
the stories and culture. 
 

The more I learn about BC Forest His-
tory the more I feel connected to my 
own history. 
 
What are some things you want to do while a 
Director at FHABC? 
 

Using my background in filmmaking 
and producing I'd like to explore new 
ways FHABC can reach out and     
engage with the community. 
  

I also look forward to participating in 
the creation of meaningful projects 
that promote BC's Forest History. 
 
 

A forest industry profes-
sional in Prince George 
BC. 
 
What sparked your interest 
in BC forest history? 

My wife would say that 
itôs because Iôm a pack 
rat at heart. 

But really history is part of who we all 
are. Iôve always found value in being 
aware of how and why people do 
things in particular ways. And a lot of 
the time that is because of their histo-
ry. So by studying and preserving his-
tory, we are keeping a little part of 
ourselves into the future. Iôve worked 
in the forest industry all my career, 
mostly in Prince George and Macken-
zie, and now Iôm toying with retire-
ment and have got a collection of 
memories and artifacts I feel are part 
of me, and part of our collective con-
science. So preserving that history is 
preserving a little bit of the others Iôve 
known and worked with over the 
years. 
 
 
What are some things you want to do while a 
Director with FHABC? 
 

Iôd like the FHABC to increase the 
provincial scope of the organization, 
recording more forest history from 
throughout the Province. And Iôd like 
to contribute to active committees, 
with active fellow members. 

 
 
 
 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ CI!./ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
We are pleased to have four new Directors with FHABC, and asked them for responses to two questions.  

Our complete list of Directors is shown on page 3 of the newsletter. 
 We asked the same two questions to our other Directors and Webmaster.  All responses can be read here. 

LǊŀ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

5ŀǾŜ [ŀƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ hƭŀƪ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

aŀǊƪ /ƭŀǊƪ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ira-sutherland-36b81316/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ira-sutherland-36b81316/
http://www.vancouversbigtrees.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-olak-00773027/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-olak-00773027/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-clark-9b260715/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-clark-9b260715/
https://fhabc.org/documents/FHABC-Officers-Feb-13-2021.pdf


Thousands of people have arrived in 
B.C. searching for a promise of a 
better and more secure life than they 
foresaw in their homeôs situation.  
 

British Army 
Captain Ian 
Bruce Macaskie 
survived World 
War II in 
German Prisoner 
of War camps 
for five years 
before his 
release in 1945. 
Colditz Prison, 
considered the 

ñpinnacleò of camps, was Ianôs last 
stop, due to his diligence in 
performing many escapes. Then he 
was posted to Washington, DC. to 
gain information on the Japanese 
treatment of prisoners. While there he 
evaluated his familyôs future ñback 
homeò, found it lacking, and was 
persuaded to move to British 
Columbia by a fellow POW friend. 
He arrived in Cloverdale in 1948 to 
work on his friendôs farm. 
 
His youth in Kent was spent rambling 
in the nearby country of fields, 
streams, and wooded areas, building a 
love of nature that fitted work in 
forestry. Accepted by the BC Forest 
Serviceôs Green Timbers Ranger 
School nearby, he began the courses 
involved, was hired to begin his 
career in Prince George during the 
summer seasons and returned to 
Green Timbers each fall until 
completing the studies in 1954.  
 
Daughter Karen described Prince 
George in the 1950s as 

ñé a fairly rough town, édirt 
roads, wooden sidewalks and the lack 
of many accessories that he had 
before éò 

Also: ñWhen he first arrived 
he was sent to a big forest fire.ò 
When he returned his wife 

ñhardly recognized him, é he 
was black from head to toe.ò 
Further revelations included his work 
involving 

ñtimber cruising, flying in floatplanes, 
traveling on trains, riverboats, and 
railway speeders to get about the 
area.ò 

 

A 70-mile move to work in Penny for 
the local Penny Spruce mill increased 
Ianôs responsibility, but a decline in 
the market led to the family 
reconsidering their future. 
 

A timely suggestion by Coastal 
friends resulted in a move in January 
of 1957 to Lantzville, where the 
broader options of better education 
and employment could engage the 
family more fully. Shortly after their 
arrival Ian landed a job in the M&B 
Harmac Pulp mill, followed soon by a 
switch to the forestry crew of the 
Northwest Bay Division under Frank 
Maber, RPF.  
 
Their proximity to Nanaimo increased 
the range of employment options, 
resulting in an application for 
employment by the Federal 

Department of Fisheries in 
Nanaimo and then employment 
later in 1957. Not long afterward 
a voyage to document the status of 
the Pacific Fur Seal was posted for 
which Ian applied successfully. He 
kept records of census data for each 
stop and recorded impressions and 
anecdotes that later were published 
in 1979 as ñThe Long Beaches.ò 
 

Further proof of Ianôs resolve was 
revealed when only he and wife Tina 
assembled a Pan-Abode house on 
their lot next to the coastline in 

Lantzville. 

 
The long years imprisoned caused 
long-lasting effects that led the family 
to return to Prince George for Ianôs 
last weeks.  
 

Daughter Karen recalls that her Dad 
 

ñ.. did not talk much about his 
wartime experiences. I think he 
worked at blotting out that part of his 
life. Wish I could ask him questions 
now.ò 
 
The complete eight-page document 
can be found on our website here.  
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²²LL tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŀǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ./ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ wŀƴƎŜǊ
This is an abridged version of a document co-authored by Ian Macaskie's daughter Karin Yarmish, who 
lives in Prince George, and longtime FHABC Director and Newsletter contributor Mike Meagher RPF 

(Ret), from Victoria, who expanded and edited the article.  The complete document can be found on our 
website here.  (Photos from the family collection) 

German P.O.W photo 

Macaskie ñnestò 
 in Lanzville 

Mackaskie in 
Ranger kit in 
Prince George 
in the early 
1950s 

https://www.fhabc.org/documents/POW-Mackaskie-to-BC-Ranger-2021-03.pdf
https://www.fhabc.org/documents/POW-Mackaskie-to-BC-Ranger-2021-03.pdf


 

By Dave Florence, with inputs from Ira Sutherland and other Directors. 

The FHABC outreach to the TLA 
and ABCFP conventions during 

January and February went very 
differently this year.  The 2021 Truck 

Loggers Association Convention and 

Trade Show was totally canceled, so 

weôre hoping to attend next year at the 
Bayshore Inn from Jan 12-14, 2022.  
 

But the ABCFP put on an excellent 
ñvirtualò Conference and invited 
FHABC to take part. Our participation 

was secured, developed and led by 
board member Ira Sutherland, who put 
together a popular booth for virtual 
visitors, and staffed it all week along 

with board member Mark Clark. 
 

One highlight of our booth was a 55 
second YouTube video prepared for 
us by board member Richard Olak. 

With a voice-over by FHABC 
President Richard Dominy, and 

containing many photos of the 
FHABC in action, it encouraged 
visitors to join our Association. Some 

of the message: ñThis is an exciting time 

in the Association. By using the wide-
ranging talents and diversity of our 
members, we are looking to bring BC 
forest history online through new 
projects, films, and social media. Please 
join our Association, and have a share in 
BC Forest Historyò 

 

Visitors to our booth were encouraged 
to join our Facebook Group in their 

quest for ñbonus pointsò towards a 
terrific set of prizes collected by the 
ABCFP from sponsors. This resulted 

in over 100 new members for the 
Group, bringing us to over 300 
members. Welcome to all our new 

Group members! 
 
We were encouraged by comments 

posted on the ñpublic wallò of the 
booth, words which included: From 

Skeena-Hazelton ñIt was rather nice to 

scroll through the posts, it reminded 
me of going to forestry museums as a 
kid.ò; From Lillooet "I enjoy looking 
back at our forest history!ò 

From North Vancouver ñGreat work on 
setting up this Facebook pageò 
From the Okanagan ñThanks for doing 

this.  This looks like a great Facebook 
page.  Iôm now a new member.  I also 
shared it with a bunch of people.ò  

From some FLNRORD employees ñWish I 
had known about it sooner!ò... ñVery 
cool facebook pageò; From an 

independent consultant ñThe links to the 
1957 mapping are very cool. I just 
downloaded one for the area where I 

am presently working. Thank you!ò; 
From others ñFascinating history 
brought to us by modern technology, 

this is great!ò; ñLove this! Not sure 
how I didn't come across this 
association yet in 

my career. Will 
follow along on 
Facebook for 

sureò;  ñI really 
enjoyed your 
Facebook page 

and hope to 
spend more time 
in there. History 
is a gift! Thank 

you for the good 
work.ò 
For many years, 

FHABC has 

enjoyed the honour of presenting book 
prizes during the  Inductee 

Recognition Luncheon to the Class 
Valedictorians, who are the RFT and 
RPF who achieved the top marks in 

the forest professionals registration 
exam that year. 
 

The virtual substitute for the event 
normally held Thursday during each 
convention was a YouTube video 

prepared in advance and released at 3 
pm on February 4. 

Trevor Swan, now immediate past 
President of ABCFP, was master of 
ceremonies for the event. The 126 

names of members in the Class of 
2021 Forest Professionals were 
scrolled on the screen. At the end of 

the video, he announced that FHABC 
would be sending our congratulations 
and books to this yearôs 

valedictorians: Devon Murray, RPF, 
from Port McNeill, and Kathleen 
Harfman, RFT, from Prince George. 

tŀƎŜ у  Імлф aŀǊ нлнм  

Opening shot of the video. What else? Itôs a forest. 

From the Youtube video:   AGM 2019, Kamloops. 

Below: A word cloud showing the top 30   

locations of our 520 visitors to the booth 

https://youtu.be/6uzCFjTaNzg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sXmhr5aRjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sXmhr5aRjo
https://monkeylearn.com/word-cloud/


News of the rescue was broadcast 
over the radio and made newspapers 
across Canada. According to the Can-
ada Aviation and Space Museum in 
Ottawa Ontario, "It seems that you have 
uncovered Canada's first mountain helicopter 
rescue. We could not find other similar events 
that dated further back". 
 

Albert David Flowers was working as 
a Forestry Lookout-man on a remote 
mountain in Wells Gray Park (along 
with his son Gerald). It was a two-day 
trek to get there and thatôs already 
from a remote homestead. Albert was 
tasked with getting out daily weather 
and fire reports. While there, he     

suffered an injury to his 
right leg that got progres-
sively worse so they radi-
oed for a medical evacu-
ation. An Okanagan Air 
Services pilot was called 
away while flying for a 
mining company operat-
ing high in the mountains 
south of Hope, BC. He 
arrived in a Bell 47B-3 
helicopter, (CF-FZX) to fly Albert to 
the Kamloops hospital for treatment. 
It was actually lucky that his son Ger-
ald was with him to clear an area for 
the helicopter to land.  With his bad 
leg, Albert could not have done it. 
Gerald had just turned 15 and took 
several pictures of the rescue. 
 
An excerpt from Geraldôs account: 

ñThey asked if a basket stretcher 
would work OK, but I didn't think it 
would as they would take too long, 
and dadôs leg looked bad. Besides, I 
thought it would be very painful. Any-
way, I told them a helicopter would be 
the best if it didn't have too much of a 
load. It was a slight downhill takeoff 
which would make it easier. 
 

They must have really hustled because 
the next morning  they called and said 
that a helicopter was on the way and 
asked me what the weather was like. 
Anyway, along comes the helicopter, 
makes a circle and he told 
me to cut down a few more 
trees which I did. Then he 
landed with a bit of for-
ward motion, facing down 
the draw to the south. The 
registration was CF-FZX 
and it was a Bell. The 
cockpit plexiglass was 
open to the side and to 
the top. The tail boom 
was covered and said 
Okanagan Air Services. 

The pilot introduced him-
self and then went to get 

dad and himself aboard. The helicop-
ter lifted slightly and then the pilot 
flew forward and down the hill.  
 

After dad took off in the helicopter, I 
started to pack things as I was told to 
by him. I thought I could stay there 
until the end of the season as it was 
just about over, but I guess rules are 
rules. I packed things up and called 
Jack Norman, the Clearwater Lake 
Patrolman to come and get me. I met 
him the next day at the foot of the trail 
and got a ride with him in the boat to 
his cabin at the foot of the lake where 
I stayed overnight.ò 
 
The full 26 pages of the story can be 
read and downloaded here on our 
website. Researcher Ken Flowers   
welcomes further information about 
this event at kenftech@yahoo.ca. 

/!b!5!Ω{ CLw{¢ ah¦b¢!Lb I9[L/ht¢9w w9{/¦9 - {9t¢9a.9w ноΣ мфрл
By Ken Flowers, who researched and added on to a story written by his father about the rescue of his 
grandfather Albert Flowers from a Wells Gray Provincial Park fire lookout. The full story with many photos and 
insights into remote lookout life is contained here on our website. We introduced the story on our Facebook page 
on the 70th anniversary of the event, Sep 20, 2020. The story was subsequently publicized by BC Local News in 
their Oct 29, 2020 edition and was cross-posted in BC Forest Fire Lookouts on Facebook.  
Edits: John Parminter and Dave Florence.  
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A.D. Flowers in the left seat, óDekeô Orr or Carl Agar in 
the right (There are conflicting stories about who was the pilot).   

Restarting the helicopter during medical evacuation.  
Photo by Gerald Flowers 

The icon indicates the probable location of the lookout and 
rescue; looking south above Clearwater Lake. (FatMap) 

https://www.fhabc.org/documents/Wells-Gray-Park-Helicopter-Rescue-1950.pdf
https://www.fhabc.org/documents/Wells-Gray-Park-Helicopter-Rescue-1950.pdf
https://www.fhabc.org/documents/Wells-Gray-Park-Helicopter-Rescue-1950.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fhabc
https://www.bclocalnews.com/news/valley-voices-from-the-past-wells-gray-park-helicopter-rescue-makes-history-in-1950/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1028834787231788

