
By Paul Lawson, RPF, Director, UBC Research Forests 

We want your email address!  
 

Help the FHABC modernize our 

communications.  If you are holding 

a paper copy of the newsletter, 

please update your email address. 

 

9ǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ΧΦ please opt for 

the online version and invite us 
to not mail you the  black & 
White print version. Why?  1. un-

derlined text links you to extra 

online information on the website 

version,  and 2. the online version 

is in colour. 
            Costs to produce physical 

copies and send them out in the post 

are rising fast.  Even if you still want 

to receive the B&W paper version, 

having your email address makes it 

easier to send out important an-

nouncements in between issues.   

 

So, please send us an email at 

info@fhabc.org. and state your pref-

erences for newsletter delivery. 

 

Also use info@fhabc.org. to alert us 

to changes in your  

contact information.  

 

 Thank you! 

 More Board Members welcome! 

   At the AGM Sep 2016, four direc-

tors retired and only one joined. 
Please contact the board if interested. 

              info@fhabc.org 
See more Association news on pages 3 & 8 

         The Fulton Royal Commission 

on Timber and Forestry in BC 

published its report in 1910 which was 

supported with the statement from 

then Minister of Lands, William R. 

Ross that ñthe epoch of reckless 

devastationé..is drawing to a closeò.              

 The Fulton report called on the 

government to create a Forest Service, 

and to begin investing in expertise to 

manage the forest estate through 

creation of forestry training programs 

at ñthe provincial universityò which 

was being established in Vancouver.  

 One of the recommendations 

called for the establishment of an 

ñExperimental Parkò for 

demonstration and training in proper 

forest practices. 

 Once the logging industry was 

firmly established in BC, the impact 

on the land became apparent quickly.  

The industry carried on the pioneer 

preference for exploitation over 

conservation.  Vast areas were cleared 

of their original forest cover by the 

1920ôs, and the public began to be 

alarmed by the lack of regrowth and 

the apparent attitude of industry, that 

forests were both infinite and a force 

to be overcome.  It looked to many as 

if their birthright was being plundered 

by the robber barons of the forest, just 

as the coal barons of Vancouver 

Island had done 50 years earlier. 

 The Haney Gazette summed 

all of this up very well on August 21, 

1950: ñIn the old days, landcruising 

pirates ravaged the treasure chest of 

evergreens, tearing out the forest 

giants with snorting donkey engines 

that swept young growth to 

destruction, and scattered sparks over 

the terrain with arsonist skill.  In the 

summer evenings, the old residents 
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F.M. Knapp lecturing at Cowichan 
Lake, August 1935 - MKRF archive  

 E.A. Marc (standing), F.M. Knapp, J. Marc, A.H. 
Hutchinson at Katherine Lake 1947 - MKRF archive  
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