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Puol isheo by the Forest History Associat ion of  Br i t isn Columbia

lJo. Twenty Vi ctor i  a ,  Br i  t i  sh Co I  umbi a l " la.y,  I  989

"THE BACKWOODS BARONTT AND THE GOLDEN SPRUCE,'
Adapted f  rom a |  974 l t lacMi I  I  an Bl  oedel  neuts I  et ter

Fi f ty years ago Er ic Anstruther,  a young Scott ' ish surveyor,  was strol l ing
along a r iver bank in the Queen Charlot te Is lands when he cl iscovered a go' lc1en
tree, a lone beacon in forest  of  green coni fers.  Since then botn man and tree
have achieved some measure of  fame.

The golden Si tka spruce of  Jusrat la has enrerged as a sc ' ient i f ic  enigma,
puzzled over by botanists and foresters,  whi le Anstruther went on to inherr t
two baronetcies and a large Scott ish estate on the br inf  of  f inancial
disaster.  He became Sir  l rJ indham Eric Francis Carmichael-Anstruther,  Baronet
of  Nova Scot ia,  Baronet of  Great Br i ta in and l ' leredttary Grand Carver to the
Royal  Household in Scot land.

l4any scient ists mainta ' in that  the golden spruce he found is wi thout
paral ' le l ,  a genet ic accident that  may never be repeated by nature and that has
yet to be dupl icatec by man under exper imental  condi t ions.  I t  is  novr l6 l  feet
ta l l  and bathed' in the same golden sheen vrhich enthral led the young surveyor
in 
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Unique in the sea of  g ' iant  green trees which carpet Graham Is land, ' largest
of  the 150 is lands which form the sparsely-populated Queen Charlot te group of f
the north coast of  Br i t ish Columb' ia,  the golden spruce remajns a botanical
puzzl  e.
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Anstruther spotted the t ree on the west coast of  tne Yakoun River near
what is nob, l4acMi l lan Bloedel 's Juskat la logg' ing camp. The man who became
affect ionately knovrn as the "Backvroods Baronet"  fo l low' ing his nine years in
Canada recal ls he was "dumbstruck by the s ' ight  of  the golden wonder t ree."

Severa' l  other spruce trees have been discovered in tne Queen Charlot tes
since Sir  Windham's f ind evidencing simi lar  but less spectacular golden
trai ts.  However,  not  a s ingle golden specimen has been found to date in the
huge spruce stands on the B.C. mainland.

Grant Ainscough, former [1acMi] lan Bloedel  chief  forester,  said that  the
tree at  Juskat la may be a genet ic f reak that is unable to f ix  chlorophyl l .
" i , le suspect that ' i t  can manufacture cnlorophyl l  l ike any other t ree but that
i t  breaks down ' in sunl ight  to give a golden colour."

l lo one has a theory as to why this phenomenon is pecu) iar  to tne Queen
Charlot tes,  a l though there is a great deal  of  spruce in the is lands that has
evolved in isolat ion f rom mainland stands, increasing the odds of  a genet. ic
accident through inbred po1 l inat ' ion.

Botanists and foresters have been test ing the golden spruce and at tempt ing
to grow other large specimens from cutt ings and graf t ings for  rnore than 40
years,  wi th l i t t le success to date.  A decade ago,20 cutt ings were brought
doirn f rom the Charlot tes and plantecl  at  Flaclv l i l lan Bloedel 's Nanairno arboretum
on Vancouver Is land. At last  count only three survived, rJespi te met iculous
care and at tent ion.  The three survivors have retained their  go' lden tones but
refuse to grow at  the same rate as their  green brothers.  Nature appears
reluctant to dupl icate a rare,  beaut i fu l  mistake.

Dr.  0scar Szik la i  of  the U.B.C. Facul ty of  Forestry has been studying the
golden spruce intermit tent ly for  the past s ix years and is recognized as the
foremost expert  on i t .  He says the Juskat la t ree is the f jnest  example of
th is part ' icular type of  mutat ion knovrn in the wor ld and represents a unique
opportuni ty to study tne genet ics of  the t ree, pol len distr ibut ' ion,  and the
photo-oxi  c lat i  on process i  nvol  ved i  n i  ts chl  orophy' |1 breakdovrn.

"At the moment,  we're just  prob' ing into the darkness,"  said Szik la i .
"bJi th th is part ' icular specimen h,e could do some very,  very,  valuable work that
we couldn' t  do on any other t ree.  I 'm hopeful  that  we' l l  be anle to carry on
much more' intensive stud' ies in the future than have been done to date."

Sir  Windham has his own theor ies about his f ind.  He has long maintained
that the golden spruce resul ts f rom a genet ic accident:  "That t ree must be to
others of  i ts  species as an albino human is to other people --  lack of
pigrrrent,  so colour less hair ."

Born in South Afr ica,  Sir  Windham was ra ' ised by other mernbers of  the
Anstruther fami ly in Br i ta ' in af ter  h is parents diecl .  He entered the Royal
Mi l i tary Col lege at  Sandhurst  late in the First  l^ lor ld I ' lar .  However,  the war
had ended by the t ' ime he was ready to obtain a commission and Sir  l , , l indham
decided to chuck the mi l i tary l i fe to go adventur ing in Canada, arr iv ing in
]920 on his 20th bir thday.
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He rode the hard way across Canada, hopping freight t ra ins wi th a pet
Germarr shepherd,  and worked i  ntermj t tent ' ly  i  n the prai  r i  es pr i  or  to arr i  v i  ng
' in Vancouver in 192. | .  Looking at  h js dwindl ing f inances one evening over a
glass of  beer in a downtovrn Vancouver beer par lour,  Sir  Windham strayed into
conversat ion w' i th a man v/ho turned out to be a c iv i l  engineer.  l , 'Jhen the
engineer learnerJ that  the future Laird of  Carmichael  had stud' ied t r igonometry
at Sandhurst ,  Ric Anstruther ' * ,as hired on the spot and r^ras on his way to a
coastal  surveying job in a matter of  days.

In the years that  fo l lowed, he mapped substant ia l  port ions of  tne B.C.
coast and Vancouver Is land, but he always preferreo the Queen Charlot tes.  " I t
was beaut j fu l  country,  hardly any' inhaoi tants except the l {a idas, and lonq
si lver beaches on the east coast,"  he recal led many years later.

Ear ly in 
. |924 

he moved into the Yakoun River country wi th a surveJ team,
and a base carnp was establ ished 2l  mi les upstream from the Yakoun mouth.  "Tne
Yakoun had over 20 logjams, some of great s ize and height,  and I  rvas near ly
drowned by being washecl  under one of  thern.  l^ Ie had to d ' ig wel ls for  water as
the r iver was choked with dead salrnon that had just  spat,rned. l t ' luch spare t ime
was spent throwing these f ish back into the water,  t ry ing to get r id of  tne
fr ignt fu l  stench. l , le towed our birchbark canoes in shal low water wi th salmon
brushing against  our 1egs. And I  nemember one salmon leaping into the canoe
which already had four of  us and suppl ies in i t . "

Dur ing his days of f  and af ter-work hours Sir  W' indham l ' iked to ramble into
the si lent  forest  a lone, and " i t ' , . ,as on one of  these tr ips that .  I  found the
golden spruce. Tnat t ree is becomrng a star1et. ,  or  at  least  one of  the rninor
wonders of  the wor ld.  I  d idn' t  even make an axernark on i t ,  being, I  suppose,
a bi t  overcome by i t "s strangeness in a forest  of  green."

The Haidas nat ive to the Char lot tes were ar{are of  the t ree and i t  had been
seen as ear ly as l8B5 Dy r ' rh ' i te explorers,  who thor:ght i t  was interest ing but
did nothing about i t .  Sir  Windham was the f i rst  to recognize i t  as an
important botanical  rar i ty and br ing i t  to the at tent ion of  scient ' is ts.

When the smal l  cut t ings he took reached the outside vror ld a few months
later,  they created a sensat ion among botan' ists and foresters.  At  f i rst  i t
was thought that  Sir  l , , l indham had discovered an ent i re ly new species of
spruce. Then i t  was bel ieved that the t ree was suffer ing f rom some rare
disease. Both' ideas proved incorrect ,  and the quest ' ion of  what caused the
golden hue is st i l l  unresolved.

At the t ime, the discovery hacl  l i t t le ' impact on the l i fe of  Ric Anstruther
and he cont inued to move from one surveying job to the next.  Toda.y,  Ric
Anstruther recal ls his youth,  the t ' imber t racts of  the Queen Charlot te
Is lands, and the golden spruce. " I f  I  was 30 years younger and sorneone wor.r ld
lend me a canoe, I  could paddle straight to that  t ree f rom the mouth of  the
Yakoun River,  straight to i t . . . "

oo0oo
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PRESIDENT,S COLIIMN
by Bi  l ' l  Young

l lave you reserved June 10, l9B9 as your " l989 Forest  Her i tage Day?" Along
wi th th ' is  newsl et ten you wi ' l l  read of  the assoc' iat ' ion's annual  general  nTeet i  ng
p' lanned for that  day in Port  Alberni .  A great program has been developed so
make plans to at tend.

Your directors decided at  a recent execut jve meet ing to sencl  compl imentary
issues of  the " |989 newslet ters to each Br i t jsh Columbia MLA. Along with an
accompanying let ter ,  the Apr i l  

. |989 
issue was the f i rst  to be sent.  I t ' is

hoped that the neurslet ter  wi I I  assist  in fur ther ing a greater understand' ing of
the province's forest  n istory and her i tage. Several  let ters of
acknow' ledgement have al  reacly been received -  one that has ' is  pr inted in th ' is
newsl et ter .

With the next issue we expect a change of  format to higher qual i ty
pr int ing.  This wi l l  enable the associat ion to also increase the content of
each newslet ter ,  to a degree, as we' l l  as have the abi l i ty  to pr int  pert inent
photographs. Thus, your edi tor  cont inues to sol ic i t  ar t ic les,  v ignet. tes,  neb/s
i tems, book rev' iews, requests for  informat ion,  let ters,  and comments.  Flease
contact  the edi tor  (John Parminter)  or  mysel f  i f  yeu can contr ibute.

l ,J.  Young,
Presi  dent

oo0oo

NEI,IS ITEIIS

Green Timbers

The fol lovr ing is an excerpt  f rom a Iet ter  rece' ived frorn the Honourable
W.N. Vancler Za1m, Premier:

"Tnank you very much for your correspondence received in my of f ice
January 23, 1989 regarding Green Timbers Nursery. . .and thank you
too for the interest ing histor ic postcard.  I  have been pleased to share
your" let ter  wi th my col league, the Honourable Dave Parker,  l4 in ister of
Forests,  so that  he, too,  may be aware of  the potent ia l  of  Green Timbers
as a pro-act ive force in the ongoing debate of  forestry issues."

l larch . |5,  . |990

Reserve this datel i l  Plans are underway for a sui table cerernony to
cornmemorate the 6Otn anniversary of  the f i rst  product ion reforestat ion project
in B.C. I t  was on l4arcn 15, 1930 that the' in i t ' ia l  commetnorat ive grove was
planted by a group of  d igni tar ies at  Surrey's Green T' imbers.  l , lh j le sorre of
the larger plantat ion has been lost  to development over the years,  th is
commenorat ive grove of  t rees remains intact .
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I989 Aurards of  I ' ler i t

The associat ion is seeking "candic late proiects" for  considerat jon for  i ts
1989 Awards of  l ' ler i t .  El ig ' ib i l i ty  inclu0es ino' iv ' iduals,  associat ions,  c1ubs,
companies,  government agencies,  and other groups who have made a s igni f icant
contr ibut ion toward further jng a greater understanding of  B.C. 's forest
history dur ing the year.  Contact  the Fresident,  Bi1 |  Young, for  fur ther
i  nformat ' i  on or to subm' i  t  nom' i  nat i  ons.

oo0oo

LETTTRS

"Thank you for sending me a copy of  your Newslet ter .  May I  of fer  my
congratulat ions on a f ine ef for t .  I  lmagine the art ic le on B.C. 's Pioneer
Hardware must have rekindled memories,  st i r red hearts,  and brought smi les to
the faces of  your readers.

Since my Father was involved in logging and sahmil ' l ing,  both in Northern
Saskatchewan and later in the Joe Riche Val ' ley area of  Kelolvna, I  have sorre
knowledge of  the forest ' industry.  As a matter of  fact ,  I  recal l  looking
through Dad's copy of  a th ick hardcover i , lc  and i '1c cat . r logt ,e.

Good luck on your in i t iat jve.  The romance and colour of  tne forest
industry of  B.C. infuses a sense of  exci ternent in al ' l  those who have toucned
' i t .

I t  has,  i t  is ,  and wi l l  cont inue to be a dominant factor in Doth our B.C.
cul ture as wel l  as in our provincial  econony."

Cl  i  f f  Serwa, MLA
Okanagan South

oo0oo

FORISTRY SHORTIES

Tne f i rst  of  these appeared in orrr  last  issue and wi l1,  hopeful ly,  be a
regu' lar  featune of  future issues. The co. lumn wi ' l l  h ighf  ight  people,  p laces,
and memories of  persona' l  exper iences on the job in the forests of  Br i t ish
Col umb' i  a.

Our pioneer ing ef for t  ent i t led "J ' im Dunlop -  The Lone Ranger" descr ibed
the start  of  J im's st int  as a forest  ranger at  Lower Post.  l , lh ' i le there he
<leve' loper l  the concept of  "Rapattack."  This means of  a l low' ing f i re f ighters to
access remote forest  f i res by neans of  rappel l ing f rom a hover ing hel icopter
is now an establ ished part  of  our f i re suppression arsenal .
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Present ly,  J im Dunlop l ives in Victor ia and is conrpletrng his f i rst  year
as the Director of  Protect ' ion Branch of  the B.C. Forest  Service and his 25th
yea r  w' i  th the se rv i  ce .

I f  you have a "Forestry Short ie" story to of fer ,  or  wish to suggest
someone who might,  p lease contact  Bon DeBoo at  3S7-8740 (of f ice) or 478-7446
(home) or wr i te him at  4" |0 Raynerwood Place, Victor ia,  B.C. VgC 283.

oo0oo

INDTX TO ARTICLES IN NI, I ' IBIRS 1 -  20

l lo.  One DecemDer I  5f  8 l

Br i t ' ish Columbia l . l in istry of  Forests Project  87 (0.  Adr ler ley)
ts ig Tree Search (e.  Carder)

I ' lo. Two June 1982

T.S. Higginson -  Crown Timber Aqent,  New l , lestminster (E. Nyland)

l, lo. Three l lovember 
. l  
982

The colony of  vancouver Is land -  Cutt ing Permits,  scal ing,  Stunpage, and
Trespass ( t r l .  Young)

Ear ly Logging Days on Denman Is land -  Part  One (W. Ba' ik ie)

l lo.  Four l t larch l9B3

The colony of  Vancouver Is land -  The First  Major Timber Al locat jon
(W. Young)

Ear ly Logging Days on Denman Is land -  Part  Two (W. Baik ie)

l lo. Fi ve Apri 1 I Sl83

The colony of  vancouver Is land -  Timber Al locat ion Pol icy (w. young)
Ear ly Logging Days on Denman Is ' land -  Part  Three (U. Baikre)

No. Six November l9B3

Into the Archives (repr inted from The For intek Review)
I t  Has Al l  Happened Before,  or  Swed' iThTorest Hl lTorV (J.  tn i rgoocl)
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No. Seven Februa ry ' l  984

Forest Service Dedicates Cowichan Lake Cookhouse As Heri tage Bui ld ing
( t .  Kar l  sson )

Ora' l  History and Forest  History in Br j t ish Colurrb ' ia (P. Cnapman)
A True Bul l  Story ( t r l .  Baik ' ie)

No. Eight Apr i l  l9B4

Schmozzles,  Steamboats and Sawmil ls ( ld.  Young)
The Colon' ia l  Era -  A Saruni l l  in Stanley Park? ( l , . | .  Young)
Logging [{ i th Bul ls (1.1.  Baik ie)
Forestry-relateci  Tneses to 1974 ( f .  Woodward)

No. Ni  ne l lovember |  984

Forestry-related Theses and Essays 
. |974 

-  l9B4 ( f .  Woodward and J.  Parminter)
A History of  Forest  Entomology in Br i t ish Columoia:  1920 -  l9B4 -  Part  One

(H. Richmond)
Steward's of  the People 's l , leal th:  the Founding of  Br i t ' ish Colunbia 's Forest

Branch -  Part  One ( f .  Roach)

I'lo . Ten irla rch I 985

Resource l ' lanagers Stumped by Trees (X. Bernicx )
A History of  Forest  Entomology in Br i t ish Colunrbia:1920 -  1984 -  Part  Two

( t t .  Ri  chmond )
Stevrard's of  the People 's Wealth:  the Founding of  Br i t ish Columbia's Forest

Branch -  Part  Tvio ( f .  Roach)

l , lo.  El  even June I  985

The 0ther Douglas and the I l l - fateo Journey to Br i t ish Columbja (W. Young)
A History of  Forest  Entomology in Br i t isn Columb'ra:  1920 -  ]984 -  Part  Three

(U. Richmond)
Steward's of  the People 's l^ leal th:  the Founding of  Br i t ish Columbia's Forest

Branch -  Part  Tnree ( f .  Roach)

lto. Twel ve lJovember I 985

A l ' { is tory of  Forest  Entornology in Br i t ish Columbia:  1920 -  1984 -  Part  Four
(H. Richmond )

Forestry -  Past,  Present,  and Future -  Part  One (R. McKee)

I ' lo.  Thi  r teen l larcn l986

Forestry -  Past,  Present,  and Future -  Part  Two (R. McKee)
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No. Fourteen Apr i l  l9B7

Reconnaissance in South Cassiar -  19]3 (n.  Gold)
Cotta 's Preface (H. Cotta)

No. Fi  f teen l . larcn l9BB

t l is tory of  the Forest  Industry -  l lest  Kootenays (D. Anderson)
Tne Green Timbers Plantat ions -  a Br i t isn Columbia Her i tage ( t t .  Young)

No. Si  xteen l lay 1 988

What is a Forest? (F.  Waugh)
Reforestat ion -  tne First  Day (W. Young)

No. Seventeen August l9BB

Recol lect ions of  a Forest  Ranger on the Coast 50 Years Ago (n.  Douglas)
Davj  d Dougl  as -  the Last Letter ( t , ! .  Young)
Reforestat ' ion -  tne First  Day: a sequel  (h l .  Young)

$lo.  Eighteen December 1988

A l la jor  New Forest  History l luseum for Br i t ish Colunbia ( f .  Nyland)
Juni  or  Forest  t , lardens i ' . lark 58 Years (B. 9lyr i  ng)

No. Nineteen Apr i l  l9Bg

"l ,1ac and i lac" -  B.C. 's P' ioneer Hardrnrare (A. Klenman)
"Ties to Water -  the History of  Bul l  River in the East Kootenay" by Verdun

Casselman, a book rev' iew by D. Wa I  I  i  nger
Jim Dunlop -  the Lone Ranger (R. DeBoo)

l lo.  Twenty l lay l9B9

Tne Backwoods Baronet and the Golden Spruce (Maci ' { i l lan Bloeclel  )

oo0oo

This newslet ter  is  the of f ic ia l  organ of  the Forest  History Associat ' ion of
Br i t ish Columb' ia and' is distr ibuted at  no charge to members of  the
Associat ion,  I ibrar ies,  and to certa ' in inst i tut ions.  I tens on forest  h istory
topics,  descr ipt ions of  current proiects,  requests for  informat ion,  book
reviews, let ters,  comments,  and suggest ions are welcome. Please adoress al l
corresponrJence including changes of  ar1dress to the Edi tor :  John Parminter,
# 1 -  949 Pernberton Road, Victor ia,  B.C. VBS 3R5.

Hembership in the Assoctat ion ' is  $5.00 year ly.  .Shor,r ld you wisn to jo in
or obtain fur ther informat ion please wri te to the Treasurer:  Edo Nyland,
8793 Forest  Park Dr ive,  Sidney, B.C. V8L 4E8. Tne President,  Bi  l l  Young,
can be reacheo at  5401 Conconi  Place, Victor ia,  B.C. UBZ 577.


