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"MAC AhlD MAC" -  B.C. 's PIOl ' !EER HARD|' IARE
By A'l  I  an Kl enman

When we think of  forests we used to th ink of  axesl  l , lhen a fa] ler  went to
work,  he usual ' ly  had his or.rn axe. Indeed, many r ,n iould not let  their  axe out of
their  s ight .  There are stor ies of  fa l lers stor^r ing their  pr ized axes uncler
their  bunk at  n ight,  whi le they s lept.

Act"ua1ly,  the axe vras always safe anyway, as most fa l ler 's wouldn' t  touch
another 's axe -  i t  r r rouJdn' t  be correct  for  h is swing, and the heft ,  ba. lance,
and shape of  the cutt" ing bi t  would be wrong as urel1.

So we f ind the fal lers through the years going to the dealer who carr ied
al l  the hest makes -  Sager,  Waltens, | r le l land Va"le,  and Smart 's -  to name
Canada 's top fourr .  f i1ac and i ' lac had thei  r  orrn speci  a l  brands, too -  Sunset and
Gori l la.  As we1' l ,  they of fered Brades'  "Cockatoo" f rom Birminghanr and Ke11y's
"Fl int  Edge" f rom the U.S.A.

Tne cornpany r ' , .a11y started in Victor ia when Al f red Fel lows openecJ a shop
in 
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Later,  E.G. Pr ior ,  (an engineer f rom England) becar.re an enrployee and

in 
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he purchased al l  shares f rom the ret ' i r ing Fel lows. The conrpany was
renaned E.G. Pr ior  & Co.,  Ltd.  and with Pr ior 's excel lent  bus' iness sense i t
grevr into the largest hardware company on Vancouver Is land. Pr ior  was also
act ive in pol i t ics,  f i rst ly as an [41A. In l88B he uras sent to Ot- ta i . ra as the
i lenber o 'F Par l  i  ament for  Vi  ctor i  a .
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l lhen the CPR came to Vancouver in '1886, two enterpr is ing young nren v/ere on
i t .  R.P. Plc lennan frorn Pictou, Nova Scot ia and E.J.  McFeely of  L indsay,
0ntar io opened a store wi th a branch in l , lew Westrninster,  uncler the name of
l " lc lennan and l ' lcFee]y Ltd.  Here again,  being hard workers and fu1" ly
knowledgeable in the bui Id ingl  t rades, their  business grew rap' id ly and sol id1y.

0ver the years,  the two qiants of  the hardware trade boasted cont inuous
prosper i ty.  The rrushrooming forest  industr .y,  f ishing f leets,  mining
enterpr ises,  and construct ion t rades supportecl  phenoroenal  grovrth.  However,
due to changes in share ownership through the years,  i t  vas oecided in 
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to

amalgamate the two f i rms under the name fami l iar  to us now - l {c lennan, [ lcFee1y
& Pr ior  Ltd.

Branches' in \ t ic tor ia,  Nanaimo, Vancouver,  Nevr l r lestrninster,  and Karnloops
cont inued to supply the forest  industry wi th every type of  equipment.  l , lhen j t
a came to axes, you could choose frorn the products of  over 20 manufacturers.
Rut again,  t i rnes changed and an or/rner f rom a new generat ion decjcJed to se1l
out to a l , l innipeg-based corporat ion -  Acklands, Ltd.  -  in 
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The wri ter 's interest  is  rnost ly in axes. From that point  of  vrew, rr lac &
l lac was the larqest retai ler ,  including to the general  publ ic and the' logging
side. One could general ly f ind the best products of  Canada, the U.S.A.,  and
Eng' land. Sat isfact ion was guaranteed dur ing the 115 years that  " l '4ac & l4ac"
served B.C.

oo0oo

REQUEST FOR I IJFORMATION

This is a request for  h istor ical  loqgers sports informat ion in an ef for t
to preserve the l t is tory of  the sport  in B.C.

For as long as men and wornen have been l iv ing and working in the forests
of  B.C. there have been compet ' i t ions for  the r ight  to be cal led "Champion" or
"Bul l  of  the l . loods."  Events such as' log ro11ing, t ree c l imbing, hand bucking,
and chopping have been, and st i ' l l  are,  very popular at  fa i rs and on hol ida.y
weekends.

l4uch the same as any sport ,  photos have been taken, art ic les publ ished,
un6 pgsrr l ts recorded. This is the type of  informat ion which I  am col lect ' ing,
as wel l  as personal  recol lect ions of  exper iences dur ing compet i t ions or of
conversat ions i ,v i th compet i tors and of f ic ja ls.  Brochures and documents are
also of  interest .

I t  is  through people such as yourselves that history w' i11 be preserved for
the future.  I f  you have an i tenr or infonnat ion relat ing to loggers sports
past or present,  p lease get in touch with nen Glenn Er ickson, at  Box 534,
l" le l  son, B.C. Vl  L 5R3, or phone 8?5-9306. Your contr i  but ' ion w' i  l l  be great ly
appreci  ated.

oo0oo
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BOOK RTVIFh|
by Dave l , !a11i  nger

Ear ly in the new year I  had the good fortune of  p icking up a book ent i t led
"Ties to l ' later -  the History of  Bul l  River in the East Kootenay."  This
absorbing chronic le of  mining, hydroelect . r ic  development,  and logging of  the
Bul l  R' iver drainage was wri t ten by a long-term East Kootenay rancher and
guide-outf i t ter  Verdun Casselman. The Bul l ,  one of  tne last  major t r ibutar ies
of the Kootenay River systern above the 49th para11el ,  enters the Kootenay at
the north end of  Lake Koocanusa, formed by the Libby Dam pondage.

Tne Bul l  was f i rst  prospected in the lB60's as a spinoff  of  the l r | i ldhorse
Creek gold rush and rnining act iv i ty,  mainly placer,  and this has cont inued at
var ious levels of  intensi ty up to the present.  l larnessing the r iver for  power
was undertaken in 
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the same year in which hydro-generated electr ic i ty was

introduced to t /ancouver.  The Aberfeldie generat ing stat ion,  bui l t  over 60
years ago, st i ' l l  produces electr ic i ty for  East Kootenay homes.

I 'Jhi le t .hese tr . ro facets of  the area's history are highly interest ing anct
entertaining, i t  is  the more extensive story of  tne t ie-hackinq, logging,
r iver-dr iv ing,  and mi l l ing vrhich wi ' l l  capt-ure the forest  h istory buff 's
at tent ion.  In 1910 the Bul l  River watershed was designated a CPR T' ie Reserve
and for the next 20 years supp' l ied t ' ies and lunher for  t rack and trest les on
the East Kootenay' leg of  tne Kett le Val ' ley l ine and for the Fort  Steele to
Golden connector to the mainl ine.

In relat ing the t imber harvest ing histor.y of  the 8u11, Casselman devotes
separate chapters to each aspect of  the operat ion.  l le cJescr ibes in rJeta ' i l  the
working' l i fe ol ' the t ie-hack, the tools he used, how he mainta ' ined them, his
product iv i ty and his dai ly ' l ' i fe in the smal ' l  renrote winter camps. The chapter
on' logging covers not on' ly the making of  logs but also how they rvere moved by
sleighs, chutes,  f lumes, and Swedish drays to streamside in preparat ion for
the r iver dr ive.  Water ing the logs and gett ing them to the mi l l  is  a story ' in
i tsel f  s ince al l  the wood had to pass through a narrow rock canyon. One' log
jam was est imated at  a mi l l ion and a hal f  board feet and took almost 30 tons
of dynamite to break uP.

The CPR concluded operat ion in the Bul t  River in l92B and rel ' inquishecl  the
Tie Reserve in 1930 but those years were fu l l  of  act ion and exci tement.  A
nunher of  the ear ly t ie-hacks, logoers,  and r ivermen ane st i l l  a l ' ive and and
were able to provide rnuch colour and veraci ty to Casselman's wr i t ' ing.  There
is more to the story,  of  course, including viv ' id descr ipt ions of  major forest
f i res,  the f i l in ing of  two Cal i fornia rnovieso logging rai lvrays,  and the social
l i fe and enterta ' inrnent of  the day.

There are characters as wel l .  Gunnar Almie as the local  Paul  Bunyan, and
his recorcl  of  130 t ies in one day is ver i f ied by two l iv ing wi tnesses. 0f
speciaf  interest  is  a note that  Ernie (E.C.)  l lanning, later Chief  Forester of
B. C. ,  crui  sed t i  mber up the Bul  I  i  n 1 9 ' l  2.
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The I  ogci  no,  t i  e-rnaki  ng,  and r i  ver dr i  v i  nq t .hat  Casselman descr i  l res for
the Bul l  River are perhaps not too di f ferent than that which took place in
other parts of  the inter ior .  However,  I  have not yet  seen a book vrh ' ich br ings
i t  a l ' l  together as weJl  as th is book of  Casselrnan's.  His thoroughly
researched wri t ing is backed up by ov€r ;?00 photographs.

Having worked, hunted, and f ished up the Bu' |1 extensively in the 1950's,
and having seen remnants of  cabins,  f lunes, and bnir lges,  th is book has special
interest  for  me. I  cornmend i t  as a va' luab' le addi t ion to the l ibrary of  our
forest  her i tage.

Casselman, Verdun. 1988. Ties to lJater.  Kootenay Kwik Pr int ,  CranLrrook,
B.C. ?73 p.

Copies may be obtai  ned from l '1r .  Casselman -  c/o P.0.  Box 78"
Fort  Steele,  B.C. VOB lN0

oo0oo

ARCF IVAL I.IT|'lS

Tne Elk R' iver Timber Conrpany Ltd.  was a nrajor presence in the Camplrel l
River area for many years.  Incorporated in '1929, i t  in fact  had i ts beginning
as the Internat ional  Timber Co. operat inq in the region frorn 

. |  
09.  ERT was a

rai l road shorv unt i l  l !53,  establ ishing camps at  increasing distances from the
r iver mouth as act iv ' i t -v movect fur ther in land. Sel l ' incJ i ts logs on the open
rnarket,  the company owned extensive areas of  land, both in the lJootka and
Comox ranger distr icts and within municipal  boundar ies,  where i t  a lso was
land' lord to var ious tenants.  .Scott  Paper Co. was control  l ing shareho' lcrer wi th
two-thirds ownership,  the other th i rd be' ing held by Crovrn Zel lerbach. In
Apr i l  t9B0 Elk River Timber was sold to Br i t ish Columbia Forest  Products Ltd. ,
lvhich has since becone part  of  the cornpany Fletcher Chal lenge Canada Ltd.

Cat-aloguing has now been comp' leted on a col lect ' ion of  t lk  River Timber Co.
business records held by the Campbel l  River l4useurn & Archives.  Al though some
of the mater ia l  dates back to the'194.0's,  the bu' lk of  the col lect ion documents
in detai l  the dai ly operat ions of  the company from 1974 to ear ly 
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l^J i th

care taken to maintain their  or ig ina' l  order,  the 30 p;etres of  records have
been placecl  in acid-free f i le fo lders and storage boxes w' i th a 2 ' l  page
inventory detai l ing the boxes'  contents.

Researchers w' i l l  f ind the ERT col lect ion ref ' lects industr ia ' l  ,  social ,  and
comnun' i ty t rends within a speci f ic  t ime frar"ne. The f i les bear wi tness to
changing governnent regu' lat ions,1abour issues, environmental  concerns, ' loca1
interests,  and regional  development as wei l  as providing detai led procluct ' ion
records that inc ' lude weather and market condi t ions.

This ' important col lect iof l  t ' r6s donated to the archives by the B.C. Forest
Products on the recommendat ion of  El l (  River Tirnber 's general  manager,  B' i l l
Chambers.  The cataloguing r{as acconpl ished through funding assistance from
tne Canadian Counci l  of  Archives.

oo0oo



Forestry Short i ,es,, , , , ,

Jim Dunlop -  The Lone Ftanger

"Boy, was my f i rst  week as Ranger for  the B.C. Forest  Service at  Lower
Post ever a bapt isrn of  f i re l  I  arr ived there in August of  1972 as the only
permanent staf f  member at  the stat ' ion in th is smal l  cornmun' i ty (at  i4 i le 620 of
the Alaska l { ighway) near the Yukon border.  I  guess there were about 76 peop' le
there then, including mysel f .  That year there were nei ther support  staf f  nor
a seasonal  f  i  re crew on duty.  , lust  me. "

" I  had hardly found my desk, t red,  ancl  the bathroom when I  got  word of  a
f i re at  Dean Creek, al 'out  210 mi les by ajr  to the south.  l , l ' i th the help of  a
map and the local  p i lot ,  I  junped in a plane and heacled of f  to nreet wi th a
B.C. Rai luray construct ion crew to f ight  the f i re.  Fortunately,  a l l  went wel l
and we beat i t  by the af ternoon. After making up the payro11, i t  uas back
into the plane and 210 more mi les back to Lovrer Post."

"But on the way back I  had a cal l  f rom the Yukon Forest  Service of f ice at
bJatson l -ake. I  was advised of  a f i re over near At l in,  about 200 mi les to the
west.  I t  was my job to f ly  there immediately af ter  we refueled at  l latson
Lake, organize a nat ive crew, and get thesr started on f ight ing the f i re.  I
d id al l  of  th is,  hut  I  renember saying to myse1f,  as we got undenray -  'Ho1y
.Smokes: l l | i l l  I  be ab1e to survive th is iob?'  Af ter  gett ing them organized
and doing the paper work,  i t  was back int .o the plane and another 200 mi le r ic le
back to Lower Post.  0n my f i rst  turo f i !^es on that job,  on one day, I
t ravel ' led over 800 mi les -  about the highuray distance from Fort  St .  John to
Vancouver.  "

"Tne next spr ing the Forest  Senvice stat ionecl  an in i t ia l  at tack crew of  l2
f i rst-year universi ty stuclents at  Lower Post,  unrJer my supervis ion.
I  renernher them as gung-ho but real  c i ty boys who had never before lef t  the
Lower l la in land. I t  r . ras on the' i r  f i rst  f i re that  they met Evelyn,  a 1oca1
character known to enjoy a dr ink or ten.  She was both f r iend' ly and
aggressive.  Anyvra.vn the boys hi tched on the Bean purnper t ra i ler  and iumped in
their  t ruck to go snuff  out  the f i re,  about a mi le abray.  But before they
could get moving, Evelyn -  who j r rst ' loved lots of  act ion -  jumped on the nood
and shorr ted 'Giddy-up, let 's  go. '  The guys tr ied to reason with her and get
her of f  the t ruck,  but when one of  them would get c1ose, she would k ick him.
I  saw al l  of  th is f rom the window. l^ lh i le they were al l  standing around try ing
to f igure out what to do, and Eve' lyn cont inued to whoop and hol1er,  I  went out
to give a hand and get them on their  way. As soon as I  got  c lose to Evelyn,
she kicked me tool  tnat 's when I  to ld the guys to get in the t ruck,  dr ive
s1ow1y, and go to the f i re.  And the last  th ing I  saw was this proud but
def lated crew slovr ly proceeding dovrn the road with Evelyn at tached to the hood
ye1' l ing 'Giddy-up, let 's  go. '  But the real  k ' icker was the sight of  my own dog
trot t i  ng al  ong behi  nd.  "

" I  spent a total  of  seven years at  Lower Post.  That t ime wi l l  a lways be
very special  in my memory because I  had the opportuni ty to real ly get into rny
work there.  Tne w' inters were long and cold,  and f ie ld work was out of  tne
quest ' ion.  I t  ! ,as the only per iod' in my l ' i fe when I  had enough t ine to real ly
do al l  the planning everyone always ta] [g about.  Some days I  wish I  was back
in Lor.rer Post -  but  not very many."  - -

- - t<2
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PRTSIDENT'S COLUIlN
by Bi l l  Young

l{embersh' ip in your associat ion cont inues to grow with the resul t  that  the
current f iqure now exceeds ?75. Even moderate project ions can see this f igure
increasing by year-end.

Increased membershi  p and act ' i  v i  t .y i  n any oraani  zat i  on ' immedi ately resul  ts
in the quest ion being asked -  "where do we go from here?" I  have al l " rays
contended that plans and goals enunciated for the Forest  l - l is tory Associat ion
of R.C. mrrst  recogn' ize the modest nudget and the l i rn ' i ted act ive involvement of
the menbers and, thus ,  must be pract i  ca ' l  ary l  at ta ' i  na bl  e.

In th is r^egarr l ,  I  bel ieve that the Forest  History Associat ion of  B.C. has
Eeneral ' ly  achieved the f i rst  three goals set  for  i tsel f  for  

. |988:

I  )  to produce a regu' lar  quarter ly newslet ter ,
2)  to take an increasingly pro-act ive stance on matters pertaining to

preservi  ng and prornot i  ng an i  ncreased auiap*n.rr  of  Br i  t i  sh Col  rmbt a 's
forest  h istory,  and

3) to increase the membership base.

! , lhat  about lA89? In addi t ion to bu' i ld inf l  on the accomp' l ishments of  l9BB,
we p' lan to:

I  )  increase the pr int  qua' l i ty  of  tne newslet ter ,  and possi l r ly  a lso the
forrnat.  The f inal  decis ion wi l l  l re nade in nr id- ]9f9 and wi l l  depend
upon greater input f rom fron menbers of  newslet ter  mater ia ' | ,  and

2) pronot ion of  forest  h istory c l isplays as a cornponent of  the 1989 lJat ional
Forest  h leek proorams throughout the province.

Future plans may include the sponsorship of  a symposiurn on B.C. forest
hi  story,  invol  vernent vr i  th aura' l  h i  story research, and the I  i  ke.

For the moment,  mark June 10, 1989 on your calendarsi  Tfrat  is  the date
chosen for the associat ion's 
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Annual  General  f ' leet ing.  The locat ion wi l l

be Port  A' l  berni  and pl  anni  ng of  the detai  I  s are undenray. Add' i t i  onal
announcements wi l l  be made in the next newslet ter .

The President is the FHABC representat ive on a smal l  conmjt tee to plan a
sui tabJe ceremony to comr,ner,rorate the 60th anniversary of  the inaugural  forest
plantat ion in B.C. The cerenrony wi l l  be he' ld on i larch 15, 1990 -  60 years to
the day since the in i t ' ia l  connenorat ive grove was planted at  Green Timbers.
I 'Jatch for  fur ther deta ' i l  s  i  n fut .ure newsl et ters.

l^ l .  Young,
Presi  dent

oo0oo
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NEi^JS ITTI.IS

Invermere Forcst  History Display

The l r l i  nderrnere Di  str i  ct  Hi  stor i  cal  Soc' iet-v has produced a forest  h i  story
display of  the l , l l inderrnere Va11ey in the East Kootenays. Completed in February
of 19f19, the display wi ' l l  be a major focus of ' the Invermere l luseum this year.

Green Timbers

FI ' {ABC Director Don 14c!" lu l lan part ic ipated in a special  publ ic meet ing on
February 21 ,  l9S9 in Surrey.  Held c lur ing l ler i tage ln leek, and sponsored by the
Surrey-based Green Timbers Her i tage Society,  the thenre of  tne meet ing was "The
Past and Future of  Green Timbers."

Awards of  l4er i t

The Decernber 
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newslet ter  ment ioned that the FHABC ha<l establ isherJ an
"Aurard of  l ler i  t "  to be ar ' rarded to i  nd' i  v i  cJual  s ,  compani es ,  as soci  at i  ons,
government agencies,  and so on whom the directors bel ieve have made a
signi f icant contr ibut ion to an increased dr,rrapnnatt  of  B.C. 's forest  h ' is tory.
Two reci  p i  ents were se' lected for I  988:

I  )  the Kelsey Bay Divis ion of  i ' lac! ' i i l lan Bloedel  Ltd.  for  the publ icat ion
"50th Ann' iversany -  Ke' lsey Ray Divis ion 
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-  l9f '7."

2) the Associat ion of  B.C. Prof ,essional  Foresters for  "RPF Roots -
An Histor ical  Survey of  tne Origins of  the Associat ion of  Br i t ish
Colurnbia ProfessionaI Foresters ,  1947 -  I987."

The President presented the Kelsey Bay Arvard late in 1988 at  Campbel l
River,  whi le the ABCPF alard vras presented on February l  ,1989 at  that
group's annual  r reet inE in Pent icton.

i '1LI  Contacts

The FI{ABC has mai led one of  i ts  l9P9 commemorat ive postcards (Ouly
autographed by the President)  to each of  B.C. 's MLA's.  In the accompanying
let ter ,  the forest  her i tage values of  tne Green Timbers property were
highl ighted. i lore speci f  ical  l .v ,  we emphasized ' i ts  potent ia l  for  enhancing
publ ic ar i /areness of  the province's forest  resource and i ts renewal programs in
that the s i te is wi th in one hour 's dr ive of  a lmost t r*o-thirds of  Br i t ish
Col unrbi ans .

Davi  d Dougl  as Ceremony

[ ' lestern North America's pioneer botan' ist ,  DaviC Doug' las,  was ki l led in a
tra5l ic accident on the is land of  Havrai i  on July 12,. |834. The David Douglas
Society of  Western l lor th Arner ica is planning a t r ip to,  and a cerenony at ,  the
renote s i te ("The Doctor 's Pi t")  in the fa l l  of  l99l .  Contact  t '1.  Young for
more deta' i l  s .
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l .Jat i  onal  Forest  tJeef ' |939

l9any members of  the FHABC have been involved with var iorrs community
programs and d' ispl  ays rel  at i  ve to l lat i  onal  Forest  l , leek.  Thi  s year 's lJatr  onal
Forest  l 'Jeek is f rom l4ay 7 to l3th.  This year,  why not develop a forest
history component for  .your overaJl  comnunity display?

Thanks to " l , lest land" and the B.C. bl i ' ld l i fe Federat ion

Your Presi  dent represented the FHABC as both Theme Speaker and Summatr on
Speaker at  a recent resource symposiun at  Pent icton. The s.ymposiurn vras
joint ly sponsored by the " l , lest land" te levis ion program and the B.C. hl i ld l i fe
Federat ion ,  0kanagan Regi on.

Since an of fer  of  persona' l  cornpensat ion was decl ined, the sponsors elected
to donate $150 to the FHABC in l ieu of  a personal  honorar ium. This welcome
contr i  but ' ion wi  1 l  be used to hel  p f  i  nance some speci  f  ic  proiects bei  ng
considered by the Directors.  Thanks again to "hlest land" and the Okanagan
Reoion of  the BCl, ' lF.

Green Timbers Forest  l ' leek

The l '1ayor of  Surrey,  His Worship Robert  Bose, proclained the week of  l4arch
12 to I8th as "Green Tirnbers Forest  l . leek.  "  Thi  s h,as i  n recogni  t i  on of  :

I  )  the value of  our forests and the' i r  replenishment,

2) tne role of  Green Timbers as B.C. 's f i rst  product ion forest  nursery,

3) t f re establ ishrnent of  the f i rst ' inaugural  p lantat ' ion in i t larch of  1930,

4) and the i larcn 15, 
. |989 

trek through Green Timbers and the special
corememorat ' ive meet ing to be held there that day.

oo0oo

This news' let ter  is  the of f ic ia l  organ of  the Forest  History Assoc' iat ion of
Br i t ish Columbia and is distr ibuted at  no charge to pembers of  the
Associat ion,  l i  brar ies,  and to certain inst i tut ions.  I teps on forest  h istory
topics,  r lescr i  pt i  ons of  current projects,  requests for informat. i  on,  book
revievrs,  let ters,  comments,  and suggest ions are welcome. Please address al l
correspondence including changes of  address to the Edi tor :  John Parrninter,
# I  -  949 Penrberton Road, Victor ia,  B.C. VBS 3R5.

l {embership in the Associat ion is $5.00 year ly.  Should you wish to io in
or obtai  n fur ther i  nformat i  on pl  ease wri  te to the Treasurer:  Eclo I ' ly1and,
8793 Forest  Park Dr ive,  Sidney, B.C. VeL 4tB. The Pnesi<1ent,  Bi  l ' l  Young,
can be reachecl  at  640' l  Conconi  Place, Victor ia,  B.C. UAZ 57-7.


