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l,lHAT IS A FOREST?
By Frank A. tr ' laugh

It  would be an easy matter --  inore easy than prof i tab' le --  to t race the
history of  forestry through ear ly t imes, and especial ly through Roman law, to
the present t ime. For us the main interest  l ies in Engl ish conmon' law and in
the usage of  the nrother tongue in respect to forests.  In th is f ie ld a few
author i tat ive c i tat ions rv i l l  be vrorth whi le.  Let  the f i rst  be f rorn Townley,  a
recent Eng' l  i  sh wr i  ter  on f  orestry.  He say s:

"But the
woodland; i t
forest  which
according to

etymol ogy of the word Forest has no
neans a waste or large open space.
prevai led f rom pre-Norman days unt i l
l4anwood's Laws of  the Forest ,  f i rst

connect ion v l i th vroods or
The I ega'l def i ni t i  on of a
the days of  Char ' les I I  is ,

publ ished in 
. |598:

'A certain terr i tor ie of  wooddy grounds and frui t fu l l  pasture,  pr iv i ledged
for wi ld beastts and foules of  Forest  Chase and Wamen to rest  and abide in,
in the safe protect ion of  the King, for  h is pr incely del ight  and pleasure,
which terr i tor ie of  ground, so pr iv i ledged, is neered and bounded with
ir remoueable r" , rarkes, meres, and boundar ies,  wether knowen by matter of  record
or else by prescr ipt ion." '

This rvork by l ' lanwood I  have not seen, but I  have noted another interest ing
extract  f rorn i t  in GiIpin,  as fo l ' lo lvs:



-2-

" In those days i t  was a matter of  l i t t le cerer"rony ei ther to nake or to
enlarge a forest .  Thus sai th the law:

' I t  is  a l lovred to our sover ign lord the k ing, in respect of  h is cont inual
care and labour for  the preservat ion of  the whole realm, among other
pr iv i leges, th is prerogat ive,  - -  to have his places of  recreat ion and past ime
wheresoever he wi l l  appoint .  For as i t  is  at  the l iberty and pleasure of  h is
grace to reserve the wi ld beasts and the gane to himse' l f  for  h is only del ight
and pleasure,  so he nay a ' lso,  at  h is wi l l  and pleasure,  make a forest  for  thent
to abide in.  " '

One of  the r , rost  i l luninat ing discussions of  ear ly forest  larv in England is
given by Cox, f rom whom one is tempted to rnake extended extracts.  f lere is one
paragraph:

"( I^ l f l l ian) the Conqueror acquired, by r ight  of  conquest,  not  on' ly the
demesne lands of  the Confessor and of  the nobles who had opposed him, but also
al l  the r ights of  the chase over great woodland or open stretches of  both
cul t ivated and uncul t ivated ground, where roya' l  hunt ing r ights had previously
been exercised by Saxon or Danish k ings. ! , l i th hl i ' l l iarn and his i rnmediate
successors the chase was a passion, and hence a code of  s ingular ly harsh and
burdensome ' forest '  laws soon came into operat ion.  The Conqueror took
advantage of  the autocrat ic posi t ion secured to him and his fo l lovrers by their
ni l i tary success, to carry out 'af forestat ion'not on' ly over the restr icted
areas that had been the hunt ing grounds of  h is predecessors on the throne, but
over a ' lmost al l  the old fo lk land that remained unenclosed. The term'forest , '
that  had been long in l ike use on parts of  the Cont inent,  ! , ras then introduced
into England, and made to embrace vast distr icts,  which included vroodlands and
wi ld wastes of  n loor,  as wel l  as patches of  cul t ivated land. l^ l i th in these
afforested tracts,  he decreed that the r ight  of  hunt ing was vested solely in
the Crown, and could only be exercised by the k ing, or by those who vrere
special ly pr iv i leged under however rnonstrous and harsh in operat ion,  possessed
a rough logical  basis.  I t  was argued that al l  such animals vrere bona
vacant ia,  or  ovrner less property,  and hence pertained to the k ing;That hunt ing
fras f f int ia l ly  the past i rne or 'game' of  k ings;  and that therefore the r ight
of  exercis ing the chase, or taking a1l  k inds of  beasts of  venery,  belonged
so1e1y to the k ing."

The old Eng' l ish idea of  the forest  is  sunmed up in the fo l lovr ing
def i  n i  t i  on:

"Perhaps the fol lowing def in i t ion is as accurate a one as can be given in
a fevr vrords,  or  what used to be understood by the Engl ish term ' forest '  in
Norman, Plantagenet,  and ear ly Tudor days. A forest  was a port ion of
terr i tory consist ing of  extensive waste' lands, and including a certain anount
of  both wood' land and pasture,  c i rcunscr ibed by def ined metes and bounds,
within vrhich the r ight  of  hunt ing was reserved exc' lusive' ly to the k ing, and
which was subject  to a special  code of  larvs adninistered by' local  as wel l  as
centra ' l  ministers.  "
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These ci tat ions might be mult ip l ied into the hundreds. t^ l i thout except ion
al l  examinat ions of  the records wi l l  show that the ear ly idea of  a forest  was
that of  a gane cover,  a place where wi ld garne was harbored, especial ' ly  for  the
recreat ion of  royal  sportsmen. In short  recreat ion is the very oldest forest
ut i l i ty  and histor ical ly the only one"

In th is country the lay menbers have been try ing wi th great earnestness
and fut i l i ty  to draw a dist inct ion between forests and parks on precise' ly th is
l ine.  That is,  the comrnon nevrspaper mind has been try ing to th ink of  a forest
as a stand of  t i l : rber dest ined for ' lurnber and of  a park as a t ract  used for
recreat ion.  The most ser ious di f f icul ty wi th these def in i t ions l ies in the
fact  that  enornous areas of  vrooCland are used for both purposes. Also both
def in i t ions go to pieces when exanined in the l ight  of  h istor ic usage.

Extracted from the Journal of Forestry, l '4arch 1922.
Vol  .  XX, No.3,@

oo0oo

FOREST HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF B.C. ACTIVII IES AND OTHER NII^IS

A let ter  was received from the l4ayor of  the Distr ict  of  Surrey,  Robert  J.
Bose, thanking the FHABC for i ts br ief  ent i t led "Future Land lJse 0pt ions for
the Green Tinbers Area."

o0o

0n Apr i l  12,  1988 the President part ic ipated on a pane' l  at  the l lor thern
I t ' l ixedwood Syr,rposiun. The t i t le of  the presentat ion r"ras:  "A History of
Pol ic ies and Progress in the Ut i l izat ion of  Deciduous Species in Br i t ish
Col unrbi  a '  s  Northern I  nter i  or .  "

o0o

The FI{ABC's Letter to the edi tor  concerning the her i tage
f i rst  forest  p lantat ion r tas pr inted on Apr i l  25,1988 in the

value of  B.C. 's
Vancouver Sun.

o0o

During Nat iona' l  Forestry I ' leek,  f rorn l4ay 2-7,  1988, the newslet ter  edi tor
(John Parminter)  and the Treasurer (Edo l ly land) organized and maintained a
forest  h istory and parks display in one of  Victor ia 's shopping na11s as part
of  a larger display.

oo0oo
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
By l '1. ( Bi I  ' l  )  Young

Igrest  History Appreciat ion

I t  is  obvious to ne that Br i t ish Columbfans are becoming increasingly
interested in hear ing and learning rnore of  the province's forest  h istory.
l lost  important ly,  i t  is  th is appreciat ion of  roots,  t radi t ions,  and history of
forest  act iv i t ies in Br i t ish Colunbia that  can nurture a sense of  pr ide in
those involved in the forest  sector and in al l  Br i t ish Colunbians. } lh i le we
must cont inuously str ive to nake advances in al ' l  aspects of  forest  nanagement
and act iv i t ies,  how can we plan the future wi thout fu l ly  understanding and
bui ld ing on the past?

i',levls'letter

0ver the past nonths the Edi tor  and I  have at ternpted to sol ic i t  newslet ter
contr ibut ions f rorn FI{ABC nembers.  The resul t  has general ly been lots of
pronr ises but l i t t le act ionl  I f  the FHABC is to be successful ,  nenbers must
become more act ive.  Each nenber has some story that  should be recorded and
such " forest  h istory v ignettes" should be sent direct ly to the Edi tor .

The length of  each vignette should be 500-700 words in length but longer
art ic les are also vrelcome and cou' ld readi ly be div ided into two or more parts
for publ icat ion.  Look for these vignettes in future issues:

-  the discovery of  the "Golden Spruce" of  the Queen Charlot te Is lands
- the f i rst  forest  fer t i l izat fon project
-  the beginning of  the B.C. Forest  Service Ranger School

at  Green Timbers,  Surrey in '1946

- the t t loneta af fa i r
-  the 1947 l ' lesachie Lake cruis ing school
-  the logging rai lway at  Eagle Lake
- a post ing to Lovrer Post,  B.C.

Pub' l  ic  Speaking Opportuni  t ies

I 'm convinced that we can readi ly increase the nur;rerous opportuni t ies
avai lable to address groups and organizat ions on the forest  h istory theme.
' '^ lh i le I  have a srna' l l  co1lect ion,  I  bel ieve that our associat ion needs a nodest
forest  h istory s l ide l ibrary.  Presentat ions on forest  h istory can be ei ther
exceeding' ly dul l  or  exceedingly interest ing.  The use of  pert inent s l ides can
usual ly t ip the balance in the lat ter  d i rect ion.  Any suggest ions?

oo0oo
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R,EFORESTATION - THE FIRST DAY
By !1.  (8 i11) Young

In the last  FHABC newslet ter  I  wrote about the f i rst  man-made forest  in
Br i t ish Colunbfa,  the Green Timbers plantat ion.  Now, I 'd l ike to te1' l  you a
l i t t le about the f i rst  day of  that  h istor ic reforestat ion project  on l ' ' larch 15,
I  930.

0n that date,  a group of  d igni tar ies gathered at  Green Timbers to ur i tness
the p' lant ing of  the f i rst  t rees in B.C. 's f i rst  reforestat ion project .  I t  lvas
decided that those who wished could plant one or more trees to cornmenorate
that day. In al l ,  sorne 12I t rees were p ' lanted by the digni tar ies present.
Surpr is ing' ly,  th is special  and histor ic area, along with the surviv ing
dominant t rees,  renains intact  -  some sixty years later.

Let 's turn back the pages of  t ime to l larch'15, . |930 
and see who vras

i  nvol  ved:

Trees # 6- l l :  p lanted by l4r .  f t { .  l4anson, MLA. He lvas the Conservat ive rnenber
represent i  ng the l4ackenzi  e el  ectora' l  d i  str ict .  The l4arch '16 ,  

. |930 
edi  t i  on

of the Vancouver Dai ly Province reported that "Mr.  l ' lanson made a speech in
Chinook-ET-iTifioFffi i i irporTance to B.C. of the estab]ishr,rent of the
pl  antat i  on.  "

Tree # 2:  p ' lanted by i l t l r .  J.W. Berry,  l ' lLA. John l , la l ter  Berry was the
Conservat ive nember represent ing the Delta electoral  d istr ict .

Tree / l  25:  p lanted by l4rs.  J.W. Berry.

Trees # ?0,21, & 30: planted by Colonel  N. Spencer,  MLA. He was one of  the
Conservat ive nenlrers represent ing the c i ty of  Vancouver.

Trees # 3 and
Vancouver

38: planted by l '4r .  V.  Harbord Harbord,  represent ing the
Dai ly Province.

Trees # 23, 24, 44, 45, 66, 67, BB, & 89: p ' lanted by l t l r .  Peter Z,  Caverhi l l .
He was Chief  Forester of  the B.C. Forest  Branch frorn 

. |920 
unt i " l  h is

unt imely death on December B, 
. |935.

Trees # 4,  19,  26, 4 ' l  ,  48,  63, & 70: planted by l4r .  R.C. Sinclair ,  a mernber of
the B,C. Forest  Branch. He ret i red sorne tvro decades later as Assistant
Chief  Forester of  Br i t ish Colur"rbia.  His career included appointnents as
Distr ict  Forester in the Pr ince Rupert  and Vancouver forest  d istr icts.

Trees # 16 & 292 planted by l . l r .  Char les l^ l i lk inson, Secretary-Manager of  the
Canadian Forestry Associat ion of  Br i t ish Co' lumbia.
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Trees # 37, 53, 57 & 77: p ' lanted by l { r .  A.E. Pickford,  who was super intendent
of  the Green Tirnbers forest  nursery which was establ ished in I930.

Trees # 5, l ,  59,78, and 80: planted by $lr .  Percy M. Barr .  He was a growth
and yield researcher in the B.C. Forest  Branch's f ledgl ing research
sect ion.  In ' |932 he lef t  B.C. to jo in the staf f  at  the Universi ty of
Cal i fornia and went on to become a highly-decorated veteran of  1^lor ld l , lar
I I .

Trees # 60 & 6l :  p lanted by l4rs.  Kathryn Barr .

Trees # 9A & 91: planted by Mr.  Lawrence Barr ,  presumably a relat ive of  Percy
and Kathryn Barr .

Trees # 34 & 54: planted by l , l r .  Robert  I , l .  Aylet t .  An enployee of  the Forest
Branch, he ret i red sorne 20 years ' later as ranger in the Sechel t  Ranger
Di str i  ct .

Trees # 
. |3,32 & 55: planted by l " l r .  F.M. Worthing, represent ing the Dominion

Department of  the Intenior.

Trees # 49 & 71: planted by l4r .  E.  l^ la lmsley.  The former t ree was for D. Roy
Cameron and the lat ter  for  E.H. Finlayson, both of  the Dominion
Departrnent of  the Inter ior .

There were others involved in the cerernony. Some planted trees whi le
others vrere narned in the p ' lant ing of  t rees.  Can any readers ident i fy the
f  o l  I  ovr i  ng?:

F.J.  MacKenzie,  T.G. Mart in,  E.  Adans, Mrs.  A.J.  Chr istmas, G.T. Brovrne,
E. t , la lmsl€y,  J.1{.  Mart in,  Roy A. Gibson, and bl .W. Cory.

Traversed by the Paci f ic  Highway, the or ig inal  Green Timbens forest  was
bi l led as the on' ly v i rg in forest  a long 1,700 mi ' les of  h ighway between San
Diego and Vancouver.  As could be expected, there was intense controversy when
the area was logged dur ing the lat ter  

.1920's.  i lo lvever,  I  am sure that the
atrnosphere was posi t ive on that histor ic March'15, 

. |930 
date vrhen those

present could envis ion a new man-rnade forest  that  was dest ined to become a
rnajor esthet ic and her i tage asset on the lower coast.

oo0oo
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A ld lNTER'S TALE

Fif ty years ago the Execut ive of  the B.C. Forest  Branch was concerned
about staf f  norale.  l , l i tness th is June 12, 1935 let ter  sent to the Chief
Forester by A.E. Par lovr,  Distr ict  Forester at  Pr ince Rupert .

"The bui ld ing r"rhich we occupy jo int ly wi th the Publ ic l " lorks at  Burns
Lake is raised on pi l ing about nine feet of f  the ground. The large open
basenent nakes the of f ices too co' ld wi th any degree of  comfort  or
ef  f ic iency dur ing the vr inter.  I  have been in (Ranger)  I , l i l  son's of f  ice on
a winter day when the ink did not thavr out suf f ic ient ly to use unt i l
near ly l ' l  o 'c lock in spi te of  a hot f i re in the heater.

I t  is  suggested that the foundat ions be straightened and strengthened
and the basement wal ls l ined inside and outside with rough lurnber and
f i l led wi th sawdust.  I f  th is is done, the Publ ic Works p ' lan to bui ld a
sui tab' le furnace out of  a oi l  drun and the of f ices shou' ld be very
comfortable.  They est imate the cost at  $600.00 of  which they ask us to
bear hal f .  I  would appreciate i t  i f  you wi ' l l  take this natter up with the
Publ ic l lorks and see i f  sone arrangement can be rnade whereby these repairs
and al terat ions can be completed before next fa l l . "

oo0oo

This nevrslet ter  is  the of f ic ia l  organ of  the Forest  History Associat ion of
Br i t ish Co1umbia and is distr ibuted quarter ly at  no charge to members of  the
Associat ion,  l ibrar ies,  and to certain inst i tut ions.  I tens on forest  h istory
topics,  descr ipt ions of  current projects,  requests for  informat ion,  book
revieuls, ' let ters,  comments,  and suggest ions are we' lcome. Please address al l
correspondence including changes of  address to the Edi tor :  John Farrninter,  c/o
Protect ion Branch, l l in istry of  Forests and Lands, 1450 Governnent Street,
Victor ia,  B.C. V8l , t r  3E7"

l . ler$ership in the Associat ion is $5.00 year ly.  Should you rv ish to jo in
or obtain fur ther infornat ion please wri te to the Treasurer:  Edo Nyland,
8793 Forest  Park Dr ive,  Sidney, B,C. V8L 4E8. The President,  Bi l l  Young,
can be reached at  6401 Conconi  Place, Victor ia,  B.C. U9Z 577.

oo0oo
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL I4IETI NG
OF THE FOREST HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Date:  June l l ,  
. |988 (Saturday)

Place: Lorax Forestry School  at  Green Timbers
9800 l40th Street,  Surrey,  B.C.

Schedul  e:

10:00 Al4 to l l :00 At4 -  Execut ive l t leet ing

I  I  :00 AM to '12:00 PM - Annual  General  Meet ing

12:00 Pl , l  to l :30 PM - Light lunch and showing of

histor ic forestry f i lns
' l  :30 Pl4 to 3:30 PM - A ser ies of  short  tours:

' l  ) Cornnernorative plantations
(establ  i  shed l t larch 15 ,  1930 )

2) Arboretum (establ ished . |930)

3) Forest  nursery (establ ished . |930)

4) Forestry school  (estab' l ished 1946)

oo0oo

ilOTE:

In order to arrange for the luncheon cater ing,  p lease advise i f  you wi l l
at tend. Spouses and guests are more than welcome. A nominal  charge for the
lunch is expected. Please contact  one of  the fo l lowing:

Vancouver Bil I Backrnan 732-3075

Victor ia Bi l l  Young 652-3002
John Parnr inter 0f f ice:  387-8736

l lome: 381-7698

0r not i fy by mai ' l  to:

Bi  I  I  Young
640' l  Conconi  Pl  ace
Victor ia,  B.C.
u87 527


