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FHABC HOLDS SECOND AGM IN CAMPBELL RIVER

Thlrty-two members, guests, and fr iends attended the Second Annual- Genera.l-
Meet ing of  tne Forest ,  History Associat ion of  B.C. held on May 12 in the
Campbell River Municipal Hall .  The proceedings began with lhe business
meeting whicn consisted of approval of the minutes of the f irst AGI'1 held last
year in Duncan; the Treasurerrs Report ;  the Newslet ter  Edi torrs ReporLl  [ne
President 's Report ;  the Nominat ions Commit tee Report ;  ano discussion from the
floor. The activj-t ies of tne Executive over the past year were det.ai led to
the members,  tne associat ion's role reaff i rmed, and the concerns of  the
members and execut ive for  the preservat ion of  tne province's forest  her i tage
were oiscussed at  lenqth.

AppointmenLs were made as fol lows:

Directors for  a two vear term:
Clay Perry ( IWA) Jonn Parminter (VOf)

John Murray (Crestbrook) Jack Thirgood (UBC)

Directors for  a one year term:
Waltace Baik le (ret i red)

Directors complet ing t .he secono year of  a two year term:
A.V. Backman (President,  Gerry Burch (BCFP) George Brandak

r^of i ror'l )

(UBC)

Tne treasurer wil l  continue to be Edo Nyland of Sidney and John Parminter wi- l- l
a l -so cont inue as Newslet ter  Edi tor .



Following the morning business meeting was a buffet luncheon hosted by
the Campbel l  River and Distr ict  Museum and Arcnives Society,  which had also
organized the day's proceedings. The pr 'ogram cont. inued in the af ternoon with
the showing of historic J-ogging and loggers' sports f i lms taken by Wallace
Baikie of  Campbel l  River.  The loggers '  sports sequences were especial ly
entertaining and contained some footage of  excel lent  log bir l ing contests.
Char l ie and Gerr i  Parsons of  Powel]  River then showed sl ides of  their
experiences in Papua New Guinea where they were involved in set,t ing up a
sawmll l  in the woods and then t.raining some of t.he native inhabitants in t.he
finer points of lumber nanufacture. The Parsons al-sc described their portable
sawmll l  wl-r ich they take to high schools in Brit isn Coiumbia to train stuoents
in sawmil l  ooeratron and mainLenance.

Jay Stewart of t .he Campbell Rlver ano Dist.r ict. Museum and Archives showed
sl ides of  archi tect 's drawings of  the new museum wnicn wi l l  be bui l t  on the
fornrer . l -ocat ion of  the Br i t ish Columbia Forest  Service's Distr ict  0f  f ice at
the southern end of  town over looking Discovery Passage. A tour of  that  s i te
was fol lowed by a visit  to t,he exist. ing Campbell River museum faci l i t ies
downt,own. A11 in al l  i t  was a most, pleasant day wit.h superb weather.

oo0oo

FORESTRY-RELATED THESES ANt] ESSAYS I9]4 - I9B4

The fol-Lowing is a l is t  of  forest . ry-related theses and essays with
histor ical  interests wr i t ten s ince 1974. Tnis l is t  was largely compi led by
Frances Woodwaro of the Special Collections Division at the UtsC Library anci
aodi t ional  invest igat ions were carr ied out by the edi tor .  The major i ty of
Lhese are from UBC and available in the l ibrary sysbem t.here - eitner at
Special  Col lect ions or the var ious l ibrar ies on t l re campus. The Bachelor of
Science in Forestry theses are incl-uded here but the graduate levei tneses
completed in the spring of 1984 at. UBC are not in the l ibrary system as yet.,
ale currently in cataloguing, and any in this subject area wj-l- l  bre l isted at a
future date when t.hev become known.

Anoerson, Delee. 1982. Histor ical  pat terns of  spruce r lark beet le (Dendroctonus
ruf ipennis Monk.)  outbreal<s in Br i t ish CoLumbia,  t92I  -  1981.-T'Str .
Thesis,  Facul ty of  Forestry,  UBC. 5t j  pp.  Appendices.

Beckman, Donalo Walter.  1977. The r lse and development of  some of the t .ugboat
^^-^^^; , -^ ^Lu' tpcurrs:  ut- l  t .he north arm of the Fraser River.  B.S.F. Tnesis,  Facul ty
of  Forestry,  UBC. 119 pp.

i3yron, Ronald Nei l .  I976. Community stabl l i ty  and economic development:  the
role of  forest  pol icy in the north central  inter ior  of  tsr i t isn Columbia.
Ph.D. Tnesis in Forestry,  UBC. x i i  + 198 pp.

Gray, Stepnen. 1982. Forest  pol icy and administrat ion in Br i t . isn Columbia
I9I2 -  1928. M.A. Thesis in His lory,  SFU, Burnaby. 243 pp.
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Gunoerson, Frank. 1980. The r ise and fal l  of  tne forest  industry on the nort f r
shore of  Burrard In let  between the Capi lano and Seymour Rivers.  B.S.F. Thesis,
Facul ty of  Forestry,  UBC. 29 pp.,  Appendices.

Kel ly,  [ I izabetn Fay. I976. Aspects of  forest  resource use pol ic ies and
administrat ion in Br i t ish Columbia.  M.A. Thesis in Pol i t lca-L Science. UBC.
94 pp.

Marr is,  Robert  Howard. 1979.rrPret ty s leek and fal" :  the genesis of  forest
pol icy in Br i t ish Columbia,  I9O3-19I4.  M.A. Thesis in History,  UBC. 110 pp.

Mart in,  David Cnr ist .opher Spencer.  I97E. Mari t inre aspects of  the ear ly logging
hi^r^nl '  ^ '  tsr i t ish Columbia.  ts.S.F. Thesis,  Facul ty of  Forestry,  UBC. 51 pp.i lJ_>LUry Ul

Parnrint,er, John Vye. 1978. An historical review of forest f ire
management. in Brit ish Columbia. Essay Subnitted in the Department of Forestry,
UBC. Forest  & Land Use History -  Forestry 515. iv + I11 p.

Val lee,  Michel  H.J.  1983. Gr 'and f i r  in Br i t ish Columbia forestry:  an hisLor ical
perspect ive and research review. B.S.F. Tnesis,  Facul ty of  Forestry,  UBC.
39 pp.

Vankka, Janice M. 1983. The 1860 Barkervi l l -e cutovers and cemelery:  a Lesson
in spruce -  f i r  s i lv icul ture.  B.S.F. Thesis,  Facul ty of  Forestry,  UBC.
51 pp. Appendices.

Walsh, David.  L975. The evolut ion ot-  logging methods in coasLal  Br i t ish
Columbia.  B.S.F. Thesis,  Facul ty of  Forestry,  UUC. 113 pp.,  i l l -us.

Young, Er ic Car l .  I975. The evolut ion of  a Br l t ish Co. l -umbia forest  landscape,
as observed in the Soo Publ ic SusLained Yield Uni t .  Geography Thesis,  SFU.
186 pp. Maps

Young, Wi l l iam Andrew. 7982. E.C. Manning, 1890 -  I94I ,  n is v iews and inf luences
on Br i t ish Columbia forestry.  B.S.F. Thesis,  Facul t .y of  Forestry,  UBC.
vi  + 45 pp.
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This newslet ter  is  the of f ic ia l  organ of  tne Forest  Hist .ory Associat ion of
Br i t ish Columbia and is distr ibuted thr ice year ly at  no charge to members of  tne
Associat . ion,  l ibrar ies,  and Lo certain inst i tut ions.  I tems on forest  h istory
topics,  descr ipt ions of  current projects,  requests for  informat ion,  l rook reviews,
letters, comments, and suggestions are wel-come. Please address al l  correspondence
including cnanges of  address to the Edi tor :  John Parmint .er ,  c/o Protect ion Branch,
Ministry of  Forests,  1450 Government Street,  Victor ia,  B.C. VBW 3E7.

Membershlp in the Associat ion is $5.00 year ly.  Should you wish t ,o jo ln or
obtain fur ther informat ion please wri t .e to the Treasurer:  Mr.  Edo Nyland,
8793 Forest  Park Dr ive,  Sidney, B.C. VBL 4EB
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A HISTORY OF FOREST ENTOI"IOLOGY IN BR]TISH COLUMBIA - I92O - I9B4

A SERIES IN FOUR PARIS

by Hector Al lan Richmond, MSc.,  RPF
Viri t ten in col- laboratlon with

Dr.  John Harr is,  Paci f ic  Forest  Research Centre,
Dr.  Robert  F.  Detsoo, Manager,  Pest Management,

tsr i t ish Columbia Ministry of  Forests,
and Joirn Parminter,  Fire Ecologist ,

Br i t ish Columbia Ministrv of  ForesLs

The early hlstory of forest entornology in Brit ish Columbia has already
been reviewed in a general  way in my book'rForevel  L l reenr" so I  wi l l  therefore
trace developments in a somewnat more int imat,e manner, onrit t ing repetj-t ion of
whaL has already been reported. The evolut ionary development of  th is work in
western Canada fal ls into three logical  categor ies:  t f re days of
Dr.  J.M. Swaine, the era of  Mr.  J.J.  deGryse, and the per iod of
Dr.  1"1.L.  Prebble,  each of  whom headed the Canada-wide organizat ion at
different t imes and had a markeo inf luence on the science in Canada as i t
exists tociay.

I t  was our ing lhe administrat ion of  Dr.  J.M. Swaine that the f i rst
organized forest entonrology work was unoertaken in western Canada, using
Vernon for the work unit headquarters. Forest entomology operateo as part of
the Entomological Elranch of the Dominion fJepartment of Agricu]ture, under the
author i ty of  the Destruct ive Insect.  Pest Act.

The init ial establisnment of this laboratory st.emmed from a massive
ouLbreak of the Dendroctonus bark beet]e in the oine forests of the Nicola and
Similkameen regi6iF6T-Gt.ral Brit . ish Columbia. Although the f irst bark
beet le control  work was administered by the Br i t ish Columbia Forest  Branch,
the Ottawa government init . iat.ed an insect establishment in approximately
1922. The t.otal staff at the Vernon laboratory consisted of f 'our men: Ralpn
Hopping, in chargel  George Hopping, assist .ant ;  and Bi l l  Mathers and rnysel f  as
research assistants.  The region of  responsibi l i ty  included the provinces of
Brit ish Columbia and Albert.a.

Alt.hough the bark beetle was Lhe primary reason for establishment of tne
centre at that t ime, other work soon became apparent: the spruce budworm in
the Cariboo country t.o whicn Bil l  Mathers was assignedl L.he hemlock looper and
wood borers (cedar pole borer and ambrosia beetles) on the Pacif ic coast for
whicfr George Hopping was responsible; and further bark beetle work in the
Nicola and Simi lkameen regions which I  was in cnargc of .  This was a very
fortunate assignment for me as, in acidiLion t.o preferrlng to work in this
country, I  was brought in very cl-ose cont.act with Dr. Swaine, the chief fronr
Ottawa. Bark beetles constitut.ed his primary interest. and resulted in the
publ lcat ion of  h is book, r tCanadian Balk Beet les" in 1918.

As chief of tne forest insect. unit in Canada, Dl. Swaine was one of the
most inspir ing men I  have ever been associated with.  His per iodic v is i ts to
the west were important events to al l ,  fot ' in h1s wake he lef t  an aura of
renewed enthusiasm amone al l  with whom he came in contact.
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To fol low the course of  n is dai ly act iv i t ies in the woods was l ike
tracking the wander ings of  an old bear.  Every rot ten stump or J-og was torn
apart  in his quest for  var ious beet les whi- le I ,  as an observer,  would fo l low
and gatlrer up his l-ost or rnisplaced tools and equipmen[. He was much of t.he
opinion t.hat the best f ield work was done from a terrt adjacent to tne work at
hand. He used to say that rra tenl and an axe are the two most important tools
you neeo. r t

I t  was dur ing his adrninisLrat ion that we exper ienced the "hungry JrJrstr  -
the Great Depression. For the next ten years the wor'k l-aboured under
restr ictrons, hanoicaps, ano uncertaint ies.  No permanent posi t ions were
createc oul i -ng those depresslon years and al l  of  us,  except our cnief ,  were on
Lemporary status.  Since no superannuat ion contr ibut ions were made durrng tnis
temporary employment, those years d1o not count towards our eventual pension
calcul-at ions.

The uncertaint ies of  those t imes are indicated in a te legram receiveo on
February 20, 1932. I t  was from Ottawa, s igned by Dr.  J.M. Swaine, Div is ional
Head, Entornology,Ottawa and read: " IJWING TU RESTRICTIONS IN ESTIMATES, IT
BECOMES NECESSARY TO DROP MI]ST TEMPORARY STAFF. DETAILED ADVICE WILL BE SENT
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IN MEANTIME, TEMPORARY EN1PLOYEES SHOULD MAKE Nt]
COMMIIMENTS BASED ON CONT]NUANCE tJF PRESENT EMPLI]YMENT AFTER MARCH
IH]RIY-FIRST. THIS MAY I{ECESSITATE MOVEMENT IJF SOME PERMANENTS TO OTHI.R
STATIONS.I I

Apri l  came and wit.h i t  wort l  t .hat we need not continue any work unl-ess we
so wished. I f  our jobs were oi f ic ia lJ-y terminated on March ] l  and we
cont inued worklng on "speculat ion,"  we would not be paid for  t i r i re thus spent.
0n the other hand, i f  posi t ions were eventual ly renewed, we would be paid for
tnose days worked. l l {e al l  decided to remain on "spec,"  noping for the
cont inuat ion of  our jobs as we nad not,hing else to do anyway. We waited in
ooubt and uncertainty unti l  May 25 when our posit ions were reneweo for anotl-rer
s ix months.  In the meant ime our pay was cut 10%, reducing my salary f rom
$12f.00 per month to $112.50. Ottawa then warned us of  an impenoing
adcl i t ional  cut  of  22%. Fortunately,  tn is second reduct ion never mater ia l ized.

During the depression years lhere was l i t t le money for extra labour or
seasonal-  help and most work nad to be done single-handed with very l imi ted
budgets.  0n1y one student,  Kenneth Granam (Iater to oecome Professor of
Entomology at  the Universi ty of  Br i t ish Columbla) was employed as an i t inerant
assistant,  a l ternat ing between one project  and another as requirecl .  I t  was,
frowever, a perioo characterized by few outside pressures for f inding the
solutions to insect problems. Tnere was minimal interest in conservation and
forest protection. Unlike tooay, forests were considered inexhaustaDle and
indestructabl-e .

Dr.  Swarne's Lerm of of f ice
t.erminated with nis advancement

head of t,he Unit of Forest fntomology was
the posi t ion of  Director,  Science Service
The vacancy thus created was f i l led tnrouqhof the Department. of Agricu1t.ure.

t .he appointmenL of  Mr.  J.J.  deGryse. I t  is  impossible to imagine a more
colourful personali ty than deGryse. He stoocj out as a unique character among
al l  who knew nim, due I  th ink,  to his unusual  background. To me, he was tne
most. Learned man I have ever known. I spent meny days travel- l ing with him in
Brit ish Columbia as well as in t.he forest regions of central Canada and I saw
much of him in Ottawa. In the course of this t ime he t.old me much about

AS
to
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hlmself - I  would have l iked to know more but i t  was never revea.l-ed and I did
not feel  incl ined to pry into his l i fe beyono the point  at  which ne was
wi l l ing to volunteer.

He was born in BelEium of a wea-Lthy family prominent in the f ielo of
commerce. He entered the Calhol lc Churcn and studied as a JesuiL Pr iest .
Later he was t.ransferred by tne church to the Unit.ed States, for leasons I do
not know. He was subsequentJ-y loaned to tne Unit.ed States Depart.rnent. of
Agr icul ture in Washington for some biological  work.  From this pornt ,  n is
associat ion wi th the Cathol ic Church came to an end. He came to Canada,
obtained employment. with the Forest Insect Unit in 0ttawa, and when I f irst
met him he was no longer associaLed with the church in any way.

He was, however,  a man with a br i l l iant  mind -  a fantast ic organizer wi th
great v is ion and imaginat ion.  He was very cr i t ical  of  the lackluster at t i tude
of many government agencies and during his administration the Forest Insect
Unit  1n Canada became an al- j -ve,  fars ighted, pract ical  organizat ion.  He
redeslgneo t.he ent. ire service as wel-1 as i ts purposes, aims, and objectives.
He prompted t.he erection of the joint Provlncial-Federal research laboratory
in Sault. Ste. Marie; proposed t.he establishment of a forest research centre as
now exists on Burnside Road in Victor ia;  in i t iated forest  insect work in the
forest regions of cenlral Canada with headquarters in Winnipeg; and combined
bot.h forest entomology and forest pathology into a single unit under a
Divis ion of  Forest  Biology.

Among nis more last ing contr ibut ions was the in i t iat ion of  the forest
insect survey across Canada and today this constitutes one of the fundamental
facets of tne organization. Above al- l ,  he val-ueo the cooperat. ion and t.ne
support  of  the forest  incJustry and provincial  forest  services,  and directed
nuch research toward practical problems in bot.h the public and private
sectors. I t  was his convict lon that forest problems should be admini.stererl
under tne wing of t .ne Canadian Forest.ry Service and according-Ly had t.he
Division of Forest tsiology rernoved from the DepartmenI of Agriculture. This
was, unfortunately,  but  the beginning of  a long per iod of  uncertaint ies and
frustrations which saw Lhe federal Forestry Service shuff led from one
department to anotner, eventually sett l ing in Environment Canacia. However,
during the middle of I9B4 it  was moved again into Agricul-ture Canaoa.

Not al l  these innovat ions went wi thout their  l roubles.  Dur ing the regime
of deGryse a cr is is of  major importance erupLed witnin the organizat ion.
Whi le i t  had i ts or ig in in the east,  in t ime i t  managed to engu.Lf  the ent i re
Canadian Forest.ry Service. Tne issue was "Wny are men on the Pacif ic Coast
supplied with caulked boots, while the fel lows in eastern Canacia are not?"
This v i ta l  problem was sett l -ed qui te s imply by Dr.  Neatby,  the Director of  the
Science Service. Without so much as a simple Boarci of Enquiry or a Special
Commission, he singlehandedly decreed that hencefort,h no caui-ked boots would
be suppl ied t ,o anyone.

Short ly af ter  that ,  by for tu i tous c i rcumstance, Dr.  Neatby v is i ted the
west coast and 1,  a long with a couple cf  others,  escorted him down the Nit inat
Lo see the spectacular outbreak of hemlock looper. En route our trai l  took us
over a very st.eep and deep canyon which was crossed by means of a "bridge" -
actual ly a large Douglas-f i r  t ree Lhat had been fel led by cruisers at  an
ear l ier  date.  Such a crossing can be hazardous enough to anyone, but to the
unini t iated i t  is  terr i fy ing,  1f  not  impossible.



Upon reacning tnis canyon the rest  of  us crossed without undue concern,
leaving Dr. Neat,by for the moment but intending to return and assist him
across.  He devised a solut . ion on his own by straddl ing the 1og and incning
his way aeross in a s i t t ing posl t ion.  The journey completed, he explarned tne
probJem qui te s imply:  "Cf course, you fel lows had caulked boot,s which made
your crossing qui te s imple."

V,l i th this I seized tne opportunity to score a point. for caulked boots, "No
one can work safely in the coast. for 'est without caulked boots. 'r

After this lncident there was never a questiorr raised with respect to the
issue of  caulked boots on the west coast.

-fo faci l i t ,ate survey work on t.he Pacif ic coast, an l-B melre i4ar Assets
vesseL was purchased for use as a f loat. ing bunkhouse and laboratory. The
superstructure lvas redesigned t.o provide sleeping accommodation for seven men
- skipper,  engineet,  cook, and four others.  In addi t ion i t  accommodated a
compact laboratory. Because the boat was afso used to transport personnel i t
was cl-assed as a passenger carr ier  ano accordingly f rad to be operated by a
l icensed sklpper.  The vessel  was renamed tne J v Swainr:  tno f f ls l  sklpper
beingBr] ]C]eve]and,ano1d-t i l ; ; ; ; ; | " r"" ' ic f f i

fne enLomologist from Vernon, George Hopplng, happened to be visitrng in
Victorla one day ancJ, thinking he would l- ike to see the much talked-of vessel,
he wandered down to the ship, which was t ied up in the harbour. He waLked on
board ano found the skipper,  B1l l ,  s i t t ing in the gal ley having a cup of
cof fee. Introducing himsel f ,  he saio,  " I 'm Hopping from Vernon."

"Wel-L,rr  repl ied BiLL, "s i t  down, boy, you must be t i red."
The J.M. Swaine served a useful purpose on the Brit ish Colurnlr ia coast as

far nortnl i lGff i ,  including the Queen Charlottes and ot.her islands. With
the eventual development of public air transportation and improveo telephone
servi.ce Lhe neerl for such a vessel- diminished. She was sold in 195] and
replaced by a smaller and faster mot.or vessei.,  the Forest Bioloqist. The
J.M.Swaine'noWtransformedtoatowboatbyi tsne@11yburned
to the waLerl ine while t.owing a boom of logs from Powell River t.o Vancouver.

Vr/ i tn the ret i rernent of  Mr ' .  J.J.  deGryse in the ear ly 1950rs,  t .he Div is ion
of Forest  Biology came under the direct ion of  Dr.  M.L.  Prebble.  Dr.  Prebble 's
approach to the science was vast ly di f ferent f rom his predecessor.  He was a
deterrnined and t ireless worker and proceeded to review and intensify al l
research projects both in ent,omology ano pathology. It  was during his
administration that much of tne post-war developments occurred as wil l  be
descr ibed in the next newslet ter  wi th a review of  t .he administrat ive
organizat ion in Br i t isn Columbia.

oo0oo

The fol lowing is part one of three clf a reprint ing of "Stewards of t .he
Peoplers b/eal th:  The Founding of  Br i t ish Columbiars Forest  Branch."  This
art . icLe was wri t ten by Folest  History Associat ion of  B.C. member Thomas Roach
of Ottawa and is reproduced nere with t.he author's permission and that of tne
Forest Hist .ory Society,  Inc. ,  publ ishers of  t t^e Journal  of  Forest  Histoly in
which the art lcle f irst appeared.



STEWARDS OF THE PEOPLE'S WEALTH:
The Founding of British columbia's Forest Branch

by Thomas R. Roach

A t the turn of the century, growing concern over
/  I  the effects of accelerated forest ut i l izat ion,

L I  forest f i re,  disease, and other threats to a
valu'able natural  resource prompted the establ ish-
ment of numerous publ ic forestry agencies through-
out the Uni ted States and Canada. In i t ia l ly ,  such
agencies were poorly equipped to-handle the im-
p6rtant job of forest conservat ion. Formation of the
new state or nat ional forestry servlces was an exer-
cise in f iscal  and bureaucrat ic restraint;  seldom were
they given the requisi te power to design and imple-
rn"nt1n effect ive forestry program. Extending their
jur isdict ion gradual ly,  -such agencies evolved
ihrough a pei iod of publ ic debate and- sometimes
acrim6nioui bureaucrat ic wrangl ing bef ore they
achieved matur i ty as conservators of publ ic re-
sources. In the United States'  Chief Forester Gif ford
Pinchot 's f ight  to t ransfer administrat ion of  the
federal  foresl  reserves from the Department of the
Inter ior to the Department of Agricul ture is one case
in ooint . r  In Canada, Chief  Inspector of  Timber and
Foiestry El ihu Stewart l ikewise struggled for con-
trol  over cutt ing on dominion t imber berths'  At the
orovincial  level,  Judson Clark and Bernhard Fernow
iought and lost the batt le to consol idate powers in
Ontar io 's forestrY agency.

The Br i t ish Columbia s i tuat ion was the except ion
to this trend. The provincial  government had checked
the transfer of publ ic forest lands to pr ivate com-
panies in 1896, leaving B. C. wi th one of  the highest
percentages of commercial  forest under government
control  in the world.  The province's Forest Branch,
estabhshed in 1912, was immediately given jur is-

dictron over al l  forestry act iv i ty on this immense
area of crown (publ ic) land. Relat ive latecomers to
the North American forest conservat ion movement,
Bri t ish Columbia foresters were not only able to use
the experiences of others to just i fy radical  act ion to
curb industr ial  excesses, but they were able to avoid
the pi t fal ls of  developing a forestry system in a
region tradi t ional ly control led by pr ivate interests
o$rat ing on publ ic lands. The B. C. forestry si tua-
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t ion was thus a product of the North American
conservat ion movement in i ts mature phase of de-
velopment.  The history of forestry in the province
was in many ways a capstone to the early twent ieth-
century conservat ion movement.

Jur isdict ional 
'power 

and the force of example, of
course, did not t ranslate easi ly into mastery over the
forestry s i tuat ion in Br i t ish Columbia.  Pr ior  to 1912,
Bri t istL Columbia's few publ ic {oresters exerted l i t t le
control  over cutt ing on crown lands and were seldom
opt imist ic about improving the si tuat ion.  In a paper
sent to the Canadian Forestr-v Associat ion in 1902,
Deputy Minister of  Agr icul ture J.  R'  Anderson re-
uealed a sordid tale of overcutt ing, erosion, and f i re
in the B. C. forests,  as wel l  as skulduggery in the
laying out of t imber lease boundaries. He ci ted a
tei tei  he had received from the province's t imber
inspector,  R. J.  Skinner,  who said that  lumbermen
only took lumber that  would br ing a prof i t ;  Skinner
had no idea how to change their  ways. Fire was the
biggest danger,  Skinner thought,  and claimed i t
could no more be prevented in the forests than i t
couid be in the towns. In 1905 the si tuat ion was'  i f
anything, made worse when the government
effect ively threw the forests into the hands of
speculators by providing attract ive new t imber
l icensr ng arrangemen t  s.2

Emerging out of a period of growing forest ut i l iza-
t ion and speculat ive abuse, the B. C. Forest Branch
faced formidable obstacles. I ts success was based
uoon astute assimi lat ion of  scient i f ic  and adminis-
t iat ive pr inciples developed elsewhere, the broad
mandate provided by the 1912 Forest Act,  and the
determinat ion and strength of character possessed
bv the province's f i rst  foresters.

{.  R. Anderson, "Preservation of our Forests," Report o/ the
Thirrl Annual Meeling of lhe Canadian Forestry Association held al
Otlawa, March 6 and 7, 1902 (Ottawa, 1902)'  pp. 120-22. Anderson
wrote the pap€r at the suggestion of the honorary president of the
CFA, Sir Henri Joly de Lotbinidre, who was also l ieutenant
governor of the province. See also T. C. Whyte"'Bri t is]t
Lolumbia's Forests" '  Rod and Gun in canada 3 (June 1901): 7;
F. W. Howay, W. N. Sage, and H. F. Angus, Bri l is/r Columbia and
the Llnited Stales: The North Pacific Slope from Fur Trade to
Auiat ion, ed. H. F. Angus (New York: Russel l  and Russell ,  1942),
pp.308-10.
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The Br i t ish Columbia Forest  Branch, establ ished in 1912 and
the province, was wel l  organized from thc beginning. Branch
photograph above. Chief  Forester H. R. MacMil lan stands near
Graingcr is s ixth f rom lef t .

f  Jnderscor ing al l  three facets of  the B. C. forestry
u movement was the career of  Minister of  Lands

Wil l iam R. Ross. Attracted by the forestry ideas
current af  ter  the turn of  the century,  Ross \ , t 'as able
to br ing them to bear upon an industry that ,  gener-
al ly speaking, had ignored long-term forest  protec-
t ion.  To accompl ish th is,  Ross recrui ted a cadre of
t ra ined foresters f  ami l iar  wi th the conservat ion
movement in other parts of  the cont inent.  For chief
forester,  Ross chose H. R. MacMil lan,  who had
graduated from the Yale Forest  School  in l90B and
had worked on a survey of  the Ontar io forests for  the
dominion government.  As a consul tant ,  Ross selected
Overton W. Pr ice,  who, pr ior  to 1910, had been
Gif ford Pinchot 's associate forester and one of  the
cont i  nen t 's  most k nowledgea ble forerst  ry '  ad mi ni  stra-
tors.  Through the exper iences and talents of  men
l ike MacMil lan,  Pr ice,  and Mart in A. Grainger,  Ross
was able to focus the best ideals and techniques of
the conservat ion movement upon the forestry s i tua-
t ion in Br i t ish Columbia.

A thin,  a lmost ascet ic man, Wi l l iam Roderick Ross
joined the government of  Br i t ish Columbia as a back-
bench member of  the Legis lat ive Assembly in 1903,
holding the seat for  the inter ior  r id ing (distr ict)  of
Fernie,  where he pract iced law and publ ished a local
newspaper.  In 1909, at  age forty-one, Ross became a
member of  Premier Richard McBride's cabinet as
minister of  lands. Al though a Conservat ive l ike
McBride, Ross had a background and character di f -
fcrent f rom most of  h is pol i t ical  associates.  He had
been born at  a Hudson's Ba1'  Company post on the
banks of  the Liard I l iver,  hundreds of  mi les north of

given broad author i ty over forestry on publ ic lands * ' i th in
personnel  assembled in Victor ia on Apr i l  1,  19f  3,  for  the
the center in a l ight-colored overcoat.  Assistant Chief  M. A.

B C. Forest  S.rvrcc.  Fl lS Col l r t ion

the provincial  capi ta l ,  Victor ia.  His father,  Donald
Ross, Jr . ,  had managed Fort  Chipewyan for the
company, holding the rank of  chief  t rader as had his
father before him. Orphaned at  a young age, Wi l l iam
was brought up and educated in Winnipeg where he
pract iced lau'  before moving west to Br i t ish Colum-
bia just  af tcr  the turn of  the century. ' i

Appointed minister of  lands in November 1909,
Ross immediately faced the problem of deal ing wi th
an obstreperous and indiv idual ist ic forest  industry.
He learned quickly to draw upon the wel l -ar t iculated
conservat ion ideas developing elsewhere in Canada
and the United States.  Indeed, his f i rst  task would be
to introduce these new ideas in a balanced and
acceptable manner to a drvided and argumentat i t ,e
group of  loggcrs,  sawmil l  owners,  and t imberland
speculators.  Of thc var ious means avai lable f  or
stressing his v iews, Ross chose the Royal  Commis-
sion on Timber and Forestry,  which had been
created by the government the previous July.

' l 'he commission consisted of  Freder ick J.  Ful ton,
then minister of  lands: A. S. Goodeve. Conservat ive
federal  member of  Par l iament for  the inter ior  r id ing
of Rossland; and A. C. Flumerfel t ,  a conf idant of  the

3Judi th Beatt ie lHudson's Bay Company archiv ist ]  to the
author,  January 26, 1982. For the pol i t ical  machinat ions that led
to Ross becoming minister of  lands, see Mart in Robin,  Tl i r , t r rs l
. /or  Spoi ls (- l 'oronto:  McClel land and Stewart ,  1972),  pp.  109-10.
Ross. a vcr l '  popular legis lator,  kcpt his seat in l9 l6 u 'hen the
Conservat ivcs \ r ,ere s$'ept f ronr pou'er b1'  the l - iberals .  l l 'ho 's l l 'ho
and l l /h) '3 ( l9 l l l ) ,  p.  709.

BRII- ISH COLIIMBIA'S FORESl- BRANCH I5



Wil l iam Roderick
Ross, minister of  lands
in Premier Richard
McBride's cabinet,
brought the best ideas
and talents of  the
conservat ion move-
ment to bear on the
provincial  forestry
si tuat ion in B. C.

Publ ic Archives Canada,/C6907

premier and a successful  Victor ia businessman with
ixtensive investments in mining and forestry-  The
commission was charged with calming a furor
caused by a recent change in the t imber l icensing
system; i t  was to l is ten to al l  s ides and eventual ly
present the government with a workable consensus-
By November, the commission had pract ical ly com-
pleted i ts work. Ross therefore set i t  on a new course
and gave i t  a second year of del iberat ion

The new mandate Ross gave to the commission
was far f rom simple.  Div is ions wi th in the forest
industry of  the province were deep, and each group
was keenly sensi t ive to al terat ions in forestry and
l icensing pract ices that might threaten i ts standing
in the business. ' I -he industry was div ided into four
camps, each represented by i ts own organizat ion.
Those in the most precar ious economic posi t ion,  and
therefore the most voci ferous, were the members of
the B. C. Loggers '  Associat ion.  These were the
owners of  the independent logging companies operat-
ing along the coast.  1 'he largest and the most stable
of the four groups was the B. C. Lumber and Shingle
Manufacturers '  Associat ion,  which represented the
owners of  the mi l ls  establ ished in the coastal  c i t ies
and towns. The mi l lmen were concentrated in and
around Vancouver and New Westminster.  Most
owned smal l  or  medium-sized mi l ls  and bought
their  t imber direct ly f rom the loggers as they
needed i t .a

The third organizat ion was the Mountain Lumber-
men's Associat ion,  whose members owned sawmil ls
in the inter ior  of  the province. They control led the
land they logged and operated portable or semi-
portable mi l ls .  Si tuated some distance from Victor ia
and shipping most of  their  product even farther east
to the prair ies, these men were often isolated from
the general  pol i t ical  t rends in the capi ta l .  This,

rMart in A. Grainger, Woodsmen oI the West (190U; reprint,
Toronto:  McClel land and Stewart ,  1964);  Walter G. Hardwick,
"The Forest  Industry of  Coastal  Br i t ish Columbia,"  Ph.D. disser-
tat ion,  Universi ty of  Minnesota,  l96l i ;  Joseph C. Lawrence,
"Markets and Capital :  A History of  the Lumber Industry of
Br i t ish Columbia,"  M.A. thesis,  Universi ty of  Br i t ish Columbia,
t957.
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combined with the fact  that  they leased, or had
l icenses to forest land, made them natural  a l l ies of
the fourth and newest group on the scene: the
speculators in t imber lands. The speculators '
organizat ion, founded in 1907, was the Bri t ish
Columbia Timber and Forestry Chamber of  Com-
merce.5

Of the four associat ions in the industry,  the
Chamber of Commerce was the best organized. I ts
members had considerable f inancial  and pol i t ical
clout,  even though they were not publ ic ly popular
f igures. The Chamber of Commerce was also the
associat ion most open to new ideas. For instance, i t
had hired a professional forester,Judson F. Clark, as
i ts secretary.6 [ t  was the Chamber of  Commerce that
most opposed the desires of the Loggers'  Associat ion
and thus caused dissension within the industry.

The div is ions in the industry came into the open at
the 1907-1909 sessions of the provincial  legislature,
where controversy focused on regulat ions governing
the province's special  t imber l icenses (ST l icenses).
The l icenses were part  of  a complex leasing and
l icensing system that governed the industry 's access
to t imber.T Avai lable s ince 1BBB, ST l icenses were
intended to give the holder a form of legal t i t le to the
standing t imber wi th in a given area. Dur ing the f i rst
three sessions of  Ross's term as a member of  the
legis lature,  ST l icenses were val id for  f ive years as
long as a hefty annual  fee was paid.  Each l icense
cov-ered an area of one square mi le of otherrvise
unleased crown forest ,  chosen by the appl icant '  The
system was very popular wi th members of  the Moun-
t i in Lumbermen's Associat ion.  in the inter ior ,  ST
l icenses replaced the handlogger 's l icense used on
the coast by members of  the Loggers '  Associat ion'8

5Bri t ish Columbia ' l - imber and Forestry Chamber o[  Commerce,
Progranme ol  Inaugural  f r [eet ing (n.p. ,  11907]) ;  Lawrence, "Mar '

kets and Capital" ;  R. E. M. Yerbourgh, "An Economic History of
the Forest  Industry in B. C.,"  M.A. thesis,  Universi t l ,  of  Br i t ish
Colurnbia,  l9 ' .J1,  Vancout,er Prouinr:e.  Noverr tber 28. 1907. p.  I .
and February l i3,  1907, p.  2.

nVancouuer Prouince, November t9,  1907, p.7.  For addi t ional
biographical  informat ion,  see Henry J.  Morgan, The Canadian
l l ' lL 'n and l l lomen ol-  !he Time,2d ed. ( ' loronto:  Wi l l iam Briggs,
l9 l2) ,  p.  235. and Andrew Denny Rodgers,  Bernhard Eduurd
[-ernow: A Story of  Nor lh American Foreslry (Pr inceton, New

Jersey: [ ' r inceton Univcrsi ty Press,  l95l) ,  p.  56i ] .
7At the t ime of  the Canadian Confederat ion in l8t i7,  the Br i t ish

North America Act vested control  of  unal ienated or "crown" land,
ly ing wi th in provincial  boundar ies,  in the hands of  the provincial
government concerned. Thus, when Great Br i ta in 's west coast
colony of  Br i t ish Columbia jo ined Canada in 1871, i ts government
kept control  of  the province's vast  areas of  forest land. Al l
Canadian provincial  governments have used their  crown lands,
and the resources on or in them, as sources of  revenue through
leases and l icenses, payment of  preemption fees, outr ight  sale of
fand, and rr-ryal t ies for  resource extract ion.  Robert  E.  Cai l ,  Innd,
Man, und lhe Law: The Disposal of Crown Ltwls in Brilish
Columhia,  187 I-1913 (Vancouver:  Universi tyof  Br i t ish Columbia
Press, 197.{) ;  W. A. Carrothers,  "  Forest  Industr ies of  Br i t ish
Columbia."  in Arthur R. M. Lower,  W. A. Carrothers,  and S. A.
Saunders.  7 'he Nor lh Amtr i tan Assaul t  on the Canat l ian Foresl ,
ed.  Harold A. Innis (Toronto:  Ryerson Press,  l9 lJ8),  pp.22l t '344;
H. N. Whit ford and Roland D. Craig,  Forests of  Br i l ish Columbia
(Ottawa: Canada Commission of  Conservat ion,  l9 l t l ) .  pp.  87-96;
Vanutuuer l ' rouince, Novcmbcr 28, t907, p.  l ,  December 3,  1907,
p.  [ ,  December 20, 1907, p.  5,  February 4,  1908, p.  .1,  F 'ebruary 24,
l9(Xt,  p.6,  Octobcr 7,  190U, p.  l ,  Dcccmber 2l i ,  1908. p.  l ,  Fcbruary
t l .  1909, p.  l .  February 15, 1909, p.  l ,  Fcbruary 19,1909, p.  l ;
\ ' i l  l t t r iu 7 ' inr t 's .  [ "cbruary 17, t  ! ) t )9.  p.  2.


