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Camp 3 – Five Photos Below  
 
Camp 3 is at a small level-ish patch, that could have held a building and is on or near a 
feeder skid road.  But no evidence of a building site was found.  This appears to be the 
smallest of the four camps.  
 
This site and its general area are away from the Hiking Trail and it appears to be 
relatively undisturbed, in the recent past at any rate.  Accordingly, I have NOT included 
a detailed qGIS Location Map for this Site.   
 
 
 
 
  

Camp 3 General Area 
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Camp 3 – bed rail 

Camp 3 – stove pieces 
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qGIS Map below 
4 = Camp 4 
B and 2 arrows that point at 2 rocks with 

Blast Patterns (purple triangles) 
F = Kennedy Falls 
Dashed Black Line = Hiking Trail  
    that ends at Kennedy Falls 

Camp 4 – Six Photos Below 
 
The Camp 4 area is a jumbled, sloping sidehill with one or two small spots that 
conceivably could have held a building.  But no reliable evidence of a building or 
building site was found.  This camp has the largest amount of remains, mostly being 
stove pieces, but including one leather boot piece and one bed rail.  All apparently 
collected and piled together by others. 
 

Bed Rail approx. 

5m above Trail 

See Appendix X9 - Camps – It has added Information including a discussion of a 
mystery (to me) “logging camp” that is indicated as below (east of) my Camp 4 
(mentioned in the Lynn Headwaters Biophysical Report - 1986). 
 

4 

B 

F 
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Camp 4 
 
Underneath of stove top 
stamped “CAST 9 20” 
 

Leather  boot upper 
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Camp 4 – Top: stove pieces   Bottom:  sloping “flat” spot 

(above the trail) that could have held a building 
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V - Japanese Ceramics & Camp Artifacts 
 
What did I find?   From what time period?  And could the artifacts be from 
Japanese workers? 
 
Well – I found (aka stumbled upon) some stove, ceramic and crosscut saw bits in 
the forest near Rice Lake.   I believe these artifacts are related to the Rice Lake camp 
and the Japanese workers at that camp circa 1906 to 1912.  While I suspect the site 
may have been visited in the past, I believe it is off-the-radar and possibly unknown to 
today’s archaeologists or land management personnel. 
 
The site is in the general vicinity of Rice Lake.  To preserve the site and its artifacts, I 
have omitted a location map.    All artifacts and features found were ONLY from surface 
inspections – i.e. they were visible on the surface.  No subsurface disturbances or metal 
detection was done.  All found artifacts were left in situ. 
 
Below are: 
Part  A - discussion and field photos of artifacts found 
Part  B - brief discussion of historical logging in the Rice Lake Area 
  

Tilted Google Earth 
Map of Rice Lake area 

Main Skid 

Road on 

east side 

Lynn Ck 
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Part A – Field Photos of Artifacts – 14 Photos 
 
In general the artifacts are scattered over a small area, most are within a 10m x 
30m area.  The artifacts include pieces of:   

two or three cast iron stoves,  glass bottles, ceramic bowls, and 
crosscut and/or bucking saws. 

 
I could not find any clear signs of a camp anywhere in the general vicinity.  However, it 
is possible that a camp could have been in the general area.  Accordingly, I am 
uncertain if these artifacts are from a nearby camp or instead were somehow left or 
dumped here, perhaps while being transported elsewhere. 
 
I believe it probable that these artifacts are from the period of the first logging in this 
area, ca. 1900 to 1915 and probably associated with the camp at Rice Lake of that time.  
Rice Lake was used as a storage pond for shingle bolts and as the water source for the 
Rice Lake Flume ca. 1905-1911.  See Part B for a discussion on Japanese loggers in 
this area. 
 

Below are field photos of selected artifacts:  stoves, ceramics & saws. 
 
 
  Japanese Suribachi Mortar (for grinding using a wooden 

pestle) – ID per email from Nikkei Museum 
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Glass & Ceramic 
Artifacts 

2022-03-01 

vicinity Rice Lake Area 

See historic photo of Japanese workers 

at Rice Lake.  Two workers are holding 

white cups that appear similar to above. 
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Japanese Suribachi Mortar 

(for grinding using a wooden 

pestle) – ID per email from 

Nikkei Museum 

Nikkei Museum concurs that 

this is  

 Ceramic 
 Artifacts 
2022-03-01 
vicinity 
Rice Lake 
Area 
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Stove Artifacts  

2022-03-01 
vicinity Rice 
Lake 
3 Stoves 
 
Top left and 
middle photos 
are same stove 
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Crosscut Saw (piece #1) - found length = 8' 
 

 
 

   Saw  Artifacts 
vicinity Rice Lake Area 
3 Separate Saw Pieces 
Piece #3 (not shown) 
    #3 found length = 3-4’ 
    
 

Crosscut Saw (piece #2) 
 - found length = 5' 
Shows cutter teeth (4 in the 
middle) and a raker tooth on 
each side of cutters - probably 
"Lance Tooth" pattern (groups 
of 4 cutters, but no holes in 
saw blade) 
 

Crosscut Saw (piece 

#2) –  Has two holes 

for handle - moving 

handle from lower to 

upper hole is 

equivalent to moving 

hands up the handle 

which therefore 

applies more down 

cutting pressure on 

the push stroke and 

a slight upward force 

on the pull stroke 
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Part B: Info & Opinion on Historical Logging in the Rice Lake Area 
 
There are historical references to a “Rice Lake Camp” existing ca. 1905-1911”.   There 
are some historical photos from 1905 to1915 that show:  

Japanese workers in a camp in the Rice Lake area, 
Shingle bolts in Rice Lake, 
Loaded shingle bolt sleds beside Rice Lake. 

 
I believe that skid roads in the local area and up the west side of the Seymour Valley 
were built for transporting shingle bolts (on sleds) to Rice Lake.   Rice Lake was used 
as a holding pond for shingle bolts, ca 1905 – 1911, and its water fed into the start of 
the Rice Lake Flume.  This flume ceased operations in 1911.  See also the Section S - 
Flumes. 
 
See Appendix  X10 – Rice Lake: Japanese Loggers and Mill for additional information 
and a discussion on whether or not there was a mill in the vicinity of Rice Lake. 
 
Although the main purpose of all my skid road investigations is to record the field photos 
and locations of the found artifacts, I cannot avoid trying to come up with the 
backstories of the various artifacts. 
 
So, for the backstory of these artifacts found in the Rice Lake area, my current opinion 
is that these found artifacts are associated with Japanese workers and are from 
the time period ca. 1905 to 1912.  However, I have no specific evidence that confirms 
the origin and time period of these artifacts. 
 
But, in support of this opinion, I offer the below information that indicates there 
were definitely Japanese workers in the Rice Lake area ca. 1905 to at least 1912.  See: 

a)  1905 photo below,  
b)  The Express (North Vancouver newspaper) 1906-09-21 article which 

mentions: fire at Japanese shingle bolt camp “near” Rice Lake  
c)  There are a couple of references to Japanese loggers in the Lynn Valley – 

Rice Lake area on pages 20 & 21 in the book, The Tree Trunk Can Be My 
Pillow, by Tadashi Jack Kagetsu.  In the 1920’s the father of the author 
bought some land and established a logging operation up the Seymour 
Valley, further north of Rice Lake. 

d)  The Express 1908-01-31 article: “200 Japanese in Lynn Valley in several 
shingle bolt camps and 100 in Capilano valley” 

e) 1943 UBC Thesis:  “A mill was built at the side of the lake and a colony of 
Japanese moved in to operate the mill.” 

f) Draycott’s Diary Sketch (NVMA 26-26-9) shows building(s) labelled “Kato’s 
Jap’ camp” (see Appendix  X15 for the full sketch) 

 
Below is a ca. 1905 photo of Japanese loggers at Rice Lake.  Note the two men 
each holding a white cup.  See the field photo on page V3 of a piece of white cup, 
possibly of the same type and vintage. 

  Nikkei 
 Ceramic 
 Artifacts 
  2022-03-01 
Found in place  
vicinity Rice 
Lake  
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This photo is also in Tsang’s UBC paper (2013) - Figure 7 and is referenced as: 
“Japanese workers of Rice Lake Camp” – this photo also in NVMA 

Walter Draycott fonds.  “Japanese of Rice Lake 1905”  Inv 26-19E-7 
 
2) Robert Muckle of Capilano University has done extensive archaeological 
investigations of two or three Japanese camps that are up the Seymour Valley and 
north of Rice Lake.  These camps were occupied until the Japanese internment during 
WWII caused them to be abandoned.  I suspect that the history of these camps may 
have started with the Kagetsu logging operation.  Muckle has a number of articles on 
his investigations.  Some of his recovered ceramic artifacts appear to me, upon casual 
viewing, to be similar to some that I found.  Muckle has not yet visited this Rice Lake 
site.  See further info on Muckle’s work see Appendix X10 – Japanese Loggers in 
Seymour Valley 
 
3) In email communications that included photos of my found ceramics, the Nikkei 
National Museum & Cultural Centre in Burnaby, B.C., commented that:   “The suribachi 
is likely pre 1940’s since their designs changed slightly after the war years.  Given the 
context of the other ones [my other found ceramics] nearby, I would date them to before 
the 1940’s as well.” 
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W - Thanks to Contributors 
 
In no particular order, the author wishes to thank the following individuals for vital and 
enthusiastic contributions to the field work, research and writing of this report.   
 
And, the author confesses to an ongoing weakness to put photos into each and every 
section of this report.  Besides, I enjoyed selecting these photos and (with any luck) so 
will some readers. 
 

But … just to have a little order, I’ll list the Field Folks first.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Steven Hayto – Field Team 

Trusty and observant companion  
Operated GaiaGPS software for route 
and waypoint acquisition. 
A qGIS expert and provider of vital 
qGIS software assistance. 

An enthusiastic 
companion, guide, 
safety supervisor and 
the only sub-surface 
investigator.   
 

David Shackleton – Field Team 

Trusty companion in all conditions 
(steepness, thick bush, etc).  Operated 
GaiaGPS software for route and 
waypoint acquisition.  Provided valuable 
botanical ID”s and fabulous photos. 
 

Lishka - a Schipperke 
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Dave Rippon – Field Team 

Cheerful and essential companion of 
the first explorations –  those mystery 
red fire hydrants in the forest.   
(hint: see Appendix X12 – Waterline) 

Nat 
Marshik 

Field Team  
Cheerful 

companion 

(especially 

for forest 

picnics) and 

dog wrangler 

Rachel 
Marshik  

Field Team  
Trusty 
companion in 
all conditions 
(occasionally 
under protest) 
 
Incredible 
eagle eyes for 
spotting camp 
artifacts (and 
springtails)  

North Shore 
Rescue - 2021 
 

Three Field Team 
members gratefully 
acknowledge the 
incredible 
professional and 
technical competence 
of the North Shore 
Search and Rescue 
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Editorial Team 

Who rescued this Report from a lonely and unread fate 
 

Linda Marshik – for volunteering to tackle a wordy haystack and transform it into an 

approachable document – and for enduring four (4 !!) years of living with Skid Roads …. 
and her unflagging support (and interest !!) in my compulsion. 
 

David Brownstein, Klahanie Research Ltd. and member of Forest History 

Association of BC (FHABC) – for supportive enthusiasm, detailed reviews of early 
sections and valuable suggestions – and by suggesting that FHABC might be a 
welcoming home for a skid road report (of any length). This provided the spark to write a 
“full” report. 
 
 

Helpful Experts and Archivists 
 

Gabrielle Kahrer, repository of knowledge on Northshore logging history – author of  
LOGGING AND LANDSCAPE CHANGE ON THE NORTH SHORE OF 
BURRARD INLET, BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1860'S TO 1930'S   
(1988 UBC Masters Thesis) 

- and for still having (and sharing) all her original material and notes for her 1988 thesis. 
 

Staff at MONOVA - Museum and Archives of North Vancouver 

- for cheerful searching and finding of numerous archive items 

Rebecca Pasch, Archivist 
Daien Ide, Reference Historian 

Christy Brain, Reference Historian 

Andrea Terrón, Curator 

Georgia Twiss, Reference Historian   

 
Suzanne McBeath, Corporate Librarian, Metro Vancouver Library - diligent 

searching for missing 1918 Timber Map 
 
 

For Help with Japanese Ceramics 
 

Robert Muckle, Capilano University – for helpful and supportive correspondence 

regarding the found ceramic artifacts – and for his Seymour Valley Archaeology Project 
 

Lisa Uyeda, Collections Manager - Nikkei National Museum & Cultural Centre – for 

helpful comments on the found ceramics 



 

 
 

 

  

VANISHING SKID ROADS 
 




